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AYear  of  Progress  in  Visitacion  Valley  Community 


Construction  began  in  2009  on  the 
Significant  improvements  were  a 
part  of  Visitacion  Valley  in  2(X)9  as 
the  neighborhood  begins  a  new 
year  and  decade. 
Demolition  began  at  the  former 
Schlage  Lock  facility  on  April  21  and 
theSan  Francisco  Board  of  Supervi- 
sors voted  to  create  the  Visitadon 


new  Visitacion  Valley  Branch  library  at 

Valley  Redevelopment  Area- 
Planning  to  transform  Sunnydale 
into  a  brand  new  housing  develop- 
ment started  in  May  to  develop  a 
master  plan  for  the  new  mixed  in- 
come community.  Meanwhile,  con- 
struction began  on  a  new  Valley 
Branch  library. 


Leiand  A  venue  and  Rutland  Street. 

LXiring  the  summer,  the  Inland 
Avenue  Streetscape  project  com- 
menced in  redesigning  the  busi- 
ness district  of  Visitacion  Valley 
into  a  vibrant  green  street  And  on 
October  7,  a  state-of-the-art  golf- 
leaming  center  was  at  dedioited  at 
Visitacion  Valley  Middle  Sdioo!, 


Proposed  High  Speed  Train  Would  Pass  Through  Valley 


(>i/  Riisse/  Morme 
High  speed  "Bullet  Trains"  ca- 

f\il'lfi.rl  (niv'(_'/iii^ <i(.speetJ* o^uearJy 

200  m.pi^.  are  coming  to  California. 
Envisioned  as  a  reliable  and  eco- 
nomical alternative  to  travel  by  air, 
the  $42  billion  dollar  California 
High  Speed  Train  project  will  link 
Downtown  San  Frandsco  to  Down- 
town Los  Angeles  by  nearly  700 
miles  of  railroad  trade 

When  completed  in  the  mid 
2020s,  the  sleek  electric  trains  will 
be  able  to  make  the  City  to  city  trip 
in  just  under  2.5  hours.  No  matter 
what  city  they  start  or  end  their  jour- 
ney at  some  point  each  train  must 
pass  through  Visitacion  Valley  to 
arrive  at  their  final  destination. 

Locally,  the  Bullet  Trains  will 
share  the  existing  rails  with 
Caltrain,  but  they  will  bypass  most 
regional  platforms  including  the 
Bayshore  Station  on  Tunnel  Road. 
Does  this  mean  that  the  benefits  of 
this  statewide  mega  project  will 
also  bypass  Visitacion  Valley?  Not 
if  an  early  proposal  to  create  an 
ovemightserviceyard  in  our  com- 
munity becomes  a  reality. 

As  explained  by  Dominic 
Spaethling,  regional  project  man- 
ager for  the  S.F.  to  San  Jose  rail  seg- 
ment, at  a  recent  community  meet- 
ing the  rolling  stock  (trains)  will 
need  a  convenient  staging  area  to 
park  overnight.  This  staging  area 

Star-Brite  Daycare 

Bell}/  Panlmll 

Star-Brite  Daycare  had  an  open- 
house  last  month  and  the  an- 
nouncement on  the  Valley_Eye 
message  board  caught  this 
reporter's  eye  when  Jasmine  Ward 
mentioned  that  she  is  a  native  of 
Visitacion  Valley  Some  small  visi- 
tors were  busy  testing  the  toys  avail- 
able while  Jasmine  shared  some  of 
her  family  history. 

Jasmine  was  bom  in  the  house  that 
now  accommodates  the  daycare  fa- 
cility. Remarkably  her  dad  bought  the 
house  when  he  was  only  seventeen 
yearsold.  Jasmineattended  Visitadon 
Valley  Elementary  School  through 
the  third  grade.  The  family  then 


will  allow  workers  to  inspect,  re-  site  that  never  included  a  return  to  a 

pair,  clean,  and-  prep  trains  for  the  an  industrial  rail-centric  use.  At  this 

next  day  of  sfcTA'ici'  tinio,  neither  UPC  nor  tlie  City  of 

Mr.  Spaethling  stated  that  the  Brisbanehavepublidysupportedor 
ideal  site  should  be  at  least  90  acres  dismissed  the  idea, 
and  as  close  as  possible  to  the  Wlien asked  how  many  permanent 
Downtown  SF  station  (this  would  jobs  would  be  generated  at  a  site  lo- 
avoid  sending  empty  trains  a  long  cated  witliin  Visitadon  Valley,  Mr 
distance  to  the  staging  yard  after  the  Spaethling  stated  that  it  would  be  in 
last  run  of  the  day).  The  undevel-  thehundreds-Oneattendeepointed 
opedsouthempartsofMissionBay  out  that  the  current  \JPC  proposal 
in  San  Frandsco  and  the  Baylands  also  includes  hundreds  of  post  con- 
just  south  of  the  S.F.  county  line  in  struction  jobs  given  that  Brisbane  al- 
Brisbanehavebeen  tentatively  iden-  lows  no  housing  on  the  site, 
tified  as  possible  sites.  Tlie  Mission  The  reaction  to  the  proposal  was 
Bay  site  is  close  enough  to  the  SF  decidedly  mixed.  One  long  time 
terminal,  but  may  not  be  large  resident  felt  tliat  the  neighborhood 
enough  to  store  the  26-28  trains  does  not  need  yet  another  indus- 
needed  for  the  nortliem  segment,  trial  "blight"  while  another  long 

At  nearly  500<- acres.  The  Baylands  time  resident  reminded  the  attend- 

would  be  large  enough  and  al-  ees  that  Visitadon  Valley's  history 

though  it  is  not  in  S.R,  its  still  close  was  built  around  rail  roads  and 

enough  to  the  S.F,  terminal  to  make  blue  collar  jobs, 

the  site  suitable.  Not  lost  on  those  The  rail  yard  discussions  are  still 

with  a  little  knowledgeof  Visitadon  very  preliminary.  If  the  Baylands  site 

Valle/s  history  is  the  fact  that  mudi  moves  forward,  community  input 

of  The  Baylands  existence  is  owed  will  be  needed  to  determine  how  best 

toitsoriginaluseasSouthem  Padfic  a  rail  yard  can  t>e  integrated  into 

rail  car  dassification  yard  (follow  this  UPC's  mixed  use  plan.  If  The 

link  for  a  brief  history  of  tlie  Bayshore  Baylands  site  does  not  move  forward. 

Yard  www.raltenne.com/nrhs/  residentsof  Visitadon  Valley  can  still 

Bayshorel  .htm).  wave  to  the  Bullet  Trains  and  the  mil- 

Unfortunately  asexplained  by  Mr  lions  of  dollars  of  lost  investment  as 

Spaethling  thesite'sowners,  Univer-  they  bypass  our  neighborhood, 

sal  Paragon  Coqxjration  (UPC)  and  For  more  information  about  the 

the  residents  of  Brisbane  have  spent  Oilifomia  High  Speed  Rail  project 

yearsenvisioningafuturefortlievast  http;//www.cah iglispeedrailca.gov 

Opened  by  Visitacion  Valley  Native 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  and 
Treasurer  Jose  Cisneros  on  Dec. 
17  announced  the  launch  of 
Payday  Plus  SF,  an  alternative 
payday  loan  offered  by  six  San 
Francisco  Credit  Unions  that 
will  provide  responsible  small 
dollar  loans  of  up  to  $500,  with 
low  interest  rates,  financial 
counseling,  and  an  extended  re- 
payment term. 

The  program  is  designed  to  help 
San  Franciscans  avoid  high-inter- 
est rate  payday  loans  that  often 
trap  borrowers  in  a  cycle  of  debt. 

For-profit  payday  lenders  may 
charge  annual  interest  rates  of 
over  400  percent,  and  the  indus- 
try relies  for  90  percent  of  their 
revenue  on  borrowers  who  re- 
peatedly renew  or  re-open  their 
payday  loans. 

As  a  result,  the  typical  bor- 
rower usually  pays  around  $500 
in  interest  for  a  $300  loan,  and 
stili  owes  the  principal,  accord- 
ing to  the  Center  for  Responsible 
Lending. 

"Payday  Plus  SF  is  designed  to 
promote  healthy  financial  prac- 
tices," said  Mayor  Newsom.  "It  is 
the  latest  in  a  series  of  successful  fi- 
nancial empowerment  programs 
spearheaded  b)'  Treasurer  Cisneros, 
and  following  upon  the  great  work 
of  Bank  on  San  Francisco.  Programs 
like  these  are  what  make  San  Fran- 
dsco a  national  leader  in  the  field 
of  hnancial  empowerment." 

Key  elements  of  the  payday 
loans  offered  through  Payday 
Plus  SF  include: 

*A  non-predatory  rate:  A  short- 
term  loan  of  up  to  $500  with  a  maxi- 
mum APR  of  18  percent. 

'Improved  credit:  The  ability  to 
build  credit  as  the  loan  is  repaid 
over  a  period  of  up  to  12  months, 

•Reduced  debt:  The  ability  to  es- 
cape debt  by  paying  off  payday 
loans  and  consolidating  other  debts. 

•Access  to  healthy  financial  part- 
ners: Credit  Unions  are  non-prof- 
its with  a  wide  array  of  healthy  fi- 
nancial products  and  a  commit- 
ment to  working  closely  witli  tlieir 
members. 

"■Responsibility:  Limit  of  three 
loans  per  year  Finandal  education 
maybe  required.  Loan  must  be  paid 
in  full  before  another  advance. 

"Our  credit  union  partners  show 
real  commitment  to  the  community 
by  stepping  up  to  offer  this  prod- 


moved  to  Fairtield  wheresheand  her 
foursiblingsattended  school.  Her  fa- 
ther, Marcus  Ward,  was  employed 
at  Sunset  Scavengers  while  her 
mother,  Tosha,  operated  the  beauty 
shop  on  Blanken  Avenue  for  twent)'- 
five  years.  Both  were  graduates  of 
Balboa  High  School.  So  although  the 
family  home  was  in  Fairfield,  they 
continued  to  maintain  a  dose  rela- 
tionship with  the  Valley 

Jasmine  went  on  to  earn  her  Cer- 
tificate as  a  preschool  teacher  and 
worked  in  variousdiildcareestabli^- 
ments  for  ten  years.  She  learned  how 
m  uch  she  enjoyed  being  a  part  of  tiie 
children's  early  years,  so  when  she 
moved  back  to  tfie  family  home  on 


Arleta  Avenue  in  2008  she  dedded  to 
open  her  own  business.  She  aims  at 
providing  an  oivironment  in  which 
children  can  explore  and  enjoy 
learning  since  she  observes  that 
tliey  "soakupeducation"  naturally 
and  will  be  ready  for  kindergarten 
when  the  time  comes. 

Jasmine  is  licensed  by  the  State  for 
fourteen  children  and  offers  healtfiy 
meals,  activities,  outdoor  play  and 
field  trips  and  a  preschool  curriculum 
and  stmcture.  She  also  offers  flexible 
hours  for  families  who  work  nights 
or  attend  school  For  more  informa- 
tion you  can  oontad  her  at  (41 5)  656- 
1887  or  (707)  720-9479.  Her  Ucense 
number  is  381001956. 


uct,"  said  Treasurer  Cisneros.  "It  is 
dramatically  better  than  traditional 
payday  loans,  which  come  with  in- 
terest rates  above  400  percent  APR 
and  trap  lenders  in  a  debt  cycle.  1 
applaud  our  credit  unions  for 
working  with  the  City  to  show  that 
lending  can  be  done  responsibly." 

The  six  credit  union  members  of 
the  Bank  On  San  Frandsco  pro- 
gram worked  with  the  Office  of 
the  Treasurer  to  design  Payday 
Plus  SF,  and  will  be  offering  the 
product  at  13  credit  union  loca- 
tions across  San  Francisco. 

"The  partidpating  San  Frandsco 
area  credit  unions  have  partnered 
with  the  City  of  San  Francisco  in 
developing  an  alternative  to  the 
high  costs  of  payday  lending  to 
support  those  in  need  in  our  com- 
munity," said  Steven  Stapp,  Presi- 
dent and  CEO  of  San  Francisco 
Federal  Credit  Union. 

"Too  many  San  Frandscans  turn 
to  payday  loans  as  a  short-term  so- 
lution  and  end  up  instead  in  a 
long-term  debt  trap,"  said  Anne 
Stuhldreher,  Senior  Fellow  at  the 
New  America  Foundation.  "Tliere 
are  now  more  payday  lending  es- 
tablishments in  California  than 
McDonalds  and  Starbucks  com- 
bined. We  need  hnancial  institu- 
tions to  step  up  with  better  prod- 
ucts, like  PayDay  Plus  SF,  and 
policymakers  should  enact  more 
robust  consumer  protections." 

Payday  Plus  SF  will  be  offered 
at  the  following  credit  unions: 

•Mission  SF  Federal  Credit  Union, 
(415)  431-2268,  3269  Mission  St. 

•Northeast  Community  Federal 
Credit  Union,  (415)  434-0738, 
683  Clay  St.,  288  Jones  St.,  29 
Leiand  Ave. 

•Pateico  Credit  Union,  (415) 
442-6200,  156  2nd  St.,  1405 
Noriega  St.,  65  Southgate  Ave. 
(Daly  City) 

•Redwood  Credit  Union,  (800) 
479-7928, 100  Van  Ness  Ave.,  241 
California  St., 

•San  Francisco  Federal  Credit 
Union,  (800)  852-7598,  770 
Golden  Gate  Ave.,  4375  Geary 
Blvd.,  2645  Ocean  Ave., 

•Spectrum  Federal  Credit  Union, 
(800)  782-8782,  50  Beale  St, 

in  addition,  interested  custom- 
ers can  call  the  United  Way's 
helpline  at  2-1-1  and  ask  for  Pay- 
day Plus  SF  to  be  conneded  to  a 
nearby  participating  credit  union. 


Legislation  for  Tax  Relief  to  Businesses 
Partnering  with  Healthy  San  Frandsco 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  intro- 
duced legislation  Dec.  15  to  grant 
local  small  businesses  a  payroll  tax 
credit  against  the  costs  of  partici- 
pating in  Healthy  San  Francisco. 
The  legislahon  will  provide  busi- 
nesses with  20-49  employees  an 
annual  $2,000  payroll  tax  credit  to 
help  offset  the  cost  of  providing 
health  care  to  workers. 

"With  this  legislation,  we  are 
incentivizing  and  rewarding 
small  businesses  who  are  step- 
ping up  to  the  plate  and  partici- 
pating in  providing  health  care 
to  employees,"  said  Mayor 
Newsom.  "The  Healthy  San 
Francisco  Small  Business  Tax 
Credit  will  help  ensure  small 
businesses  continue  to  be  an  en- 
gine of  new  job  creation  and  eco- 
nomic recovery  on  the  road  to 
achieving  our  goal  of  universal 
health  care." 

If  all  qualifying  businesses  par- 
tidpate,  the  projected  cost  would 
be  approximately  $4  million,  not 
including  administration  ex- 
penses. 

Mayor  Newsom  also  introduced 
legislation,  co-sponsored  by  Su- 
pervisor Eric  Mar,  to  help  finance 
new  residential  and  commerdal 
renewable  energy  projects  and 
energy  and  water  ef fidency  in  San 
Frandsco. 

The  new  San  Frandsco  Sustain- 
able Financing  Program  (SF2)  and 
San  Frandsco  Sustainable  Fineinc- 
ing  Spedal  District  allows  build- 
ing owners  to  access  affordable. 


city- sponsored  financing  for  en- 
ergy efficiency,  renewable  energy 
and  water  conservation  improve- 
ments. 

Solar  panels,  insulation,  water- 
saving  bathroom  fixtures,  and  en- 
ergy-efficient heaters  and  boilers 
are  among  the  list  of  improve- 
ments that  could  be  purchased 
and  installed  in  residential,  com- 
mercial or  industrial  buildings 
under  the  SF2  Program. 

The  program  allows  the  City  to 
lend  up  to  $50,000  per  property 
owner  for  improvements. 

The  repayment  obligation  will 
be  attached  to  the  property,  rather 
than  the  individual,  and  will  be 
paid  back  through  property  taxes 
over  the  life  of  the  financing. 

The  program  is  unique  from 
other  cities  using  property-tax  re- 
payment models  because  unlike 
other  dties  using  their  own  invest- 
ment funds  or  tax  dollars,  SF2  will 
leverage  private  market  lending 
and  available  state  and  federal 
grant  dollars. 

Finally  the  Mayor  introduced  the 
Green  Landscaping  Ordinance,  co- 
sponsored  by  Supervisor  Carmen 
Chu,  which  will  integrate  standard 
greening  prindples  with  environ- 
mental benefits. 

The  legislation  will  provide 
clear  guidelines  in  the  planning 
code  regarding  tree  planHng;  per- 
meability requirements  (to  reduce 
water  run-off  and  increase  water- 
shed function);  decorative  fenc- 
ing; and  greening. 
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dropped  his  end  of  the  stretcher.  Funds  for  Pa*  Restoration  New  Laws  Rine 

Thafswhenthemanbrokehislegand  Hello  fellow  park  advocates.  '  y                           ^  ^ 

why  he  is  still  in  the  hospital.  havesomegreatnewstoshare  with  In  1116  IN  CW  1^31 

The  wife  still  had  the  problem  you  that  might  brighten  your  hoU- 

of  the  snake  in  the  house,  so  she  day  season.                               b\j  Senator  Mark  Leno 

AZ^^r^,^^^rnVpZ^r^;nnp\  U~^rinn   Called  on  a  neighbor  who  volun-  At  a  formal  ceremony  that  just     Much  of  last  year's  legislative  in  California. 

nr^rnr^nl^Ln^^^^^                 leered  to  captSre  the  snake.  He  took  place  at  City  Hall,  Help  business  in  Sacramento  was  righUy  SermteBdl  290 -Temm60-Dm,  Notice 

McLaren  Park  group  was  awarded  focused  on  our  state  budget  and  the     Elimmates  the  sunset  on  an  ex- 


(Grapevine  Mailbox) 
Holiday  Safety  Tips 

San  Francisco  SAFE,  Inc.  (Safety 


that  will  go  into  law  on  January  1: 

Semte  811154-  OiU-of-Stnte  Mnniages 
Resolves  ambiguities  about  how 
out-of-state  marriages  between 
same-sex  cou  pies  will  be  recognized 


profit  organization  that  guides  resi-  teerea  to  capt 
dents,  business  owners,  and  com-  armed  himself  with  a  rolled-up 


munity  members  to  improve  the  newspaper  and  began  poking  65Kjoward  our  restoration  project  difficult  decisions  we  needed^to  j^J^^S /j^J^^f  ^  ^**^3t_;^q^"'J"*^s 


some  holiday  tips  from  SF  Safe. 
Pickpocketing  and  Robbery 

*Only  carry  a  limited  amount  of 


o^  lX  in  their  nP^^^^^^      under  the  couch.  Soon  he  de-  on  Burrows  Street.  This  reward  make  in  order  to  keep  California  landlords  to  give  tenants  60-day 

honH^SAFFmrtnPrswiththpSan  cided  it  was  gone  and  told  the  came  to  us  after  applying  to  the  moving  forward.  At  the  same  time,  notice  when  issuing  no-cause 

F?^f  isro  Polke  Dena^^^       woman,  who  sat  down  on  the  Community  Challenge  Grant  in  our  office  also  worked  on  many  evictions. 

fSFPn  to  n  ovde  cn  me  Driven   sofa  in  relief.                            September,  lam  not  sure,  but  I  think  biJls  that  will  impact  the  lives  of  Creates  a  day  of  special  signifi- 

HnnpH  .r;,Hnn;,nHorp;,ni7inpcn,r>     But  while  relaxing,  her  hand  this  was  One  of  the  largest  awards  many  Califomians,  including  con-  canoeevery  May22nd,HarveyMilk 

mrtfor?omm^iHes^            dangled  in  between  the  cushions,  given.  Over  a  half  million  was  stituents  throughout  the  Third  Sen-  DayinCalifomiatohonorthestate's 

borhood  Watch  erouDs  Here  are  where  she  felt  the  snake  wriggling  awarded  this  time  around  -  1.2  ate  District.  first  openly  gay  elected  offiaal. 

°     ^'               around.  She  screamed  and  million  since  the  beginning  of  2009.     On  January  1,  ten  bills  that  I  Semie  Bill  581  -  Renewable  Getiera- 

fainted,  the  snake  rushed  back     They  had  an  overwhelming  nuni-  authored  this  past  year  will  become  Hon  Expaiisim 

under  the  sofa.                          t)er  of  applicants  and  the  competi-  law.  These  biJls,  which  the  Cover-  Allows  the  City  and  County  of 

cash  and  few  credit  cards  on  vou           neighbor  man,  seeing  her  ly-  tion  was  fierce,  We  are  extremely  nor  signed  in  October,  address  im-  San  Francisco  to  supply  its  munid- 

"Keeo  valuables  like  kevs  cell  ing  there  passed  out,  tried  to  use  blessed  for  this  incredible  amount  portant  statewide  issues,  including  pal  power  needs  with  as  much  r^ 

phone  and  money  in  separate  CPR  to  revive  her                    bestowed  upon  us.                     therightsof  tenantsandseniorsand  newable  generation  energy  as  pos- 

L^j^  (                                      The  neighbor's  wife,  who  had     Incombination  withour2Kgrant  our  rising  prison  admissions.  Our  siblebyexpandingafinancialcredil 

^tav  in  well-lit  well-traveled  just  returned  from  shopping  at  the  from  ParksTrust.l2K  from  thebud-  2009  legislative  package  also  ad-  mechanism  that  is  currently  desig- 

Q^^^^               '                     grocery  store,  saw  her  husband's  get  {thanks  to  supervisor  John  dressed  issues  in  our  district,  in-  natedonly  for  solar  energy  genera- 

"Be  aware  of  vour  surroundings  mouth  on  the  woman's  mouth  and  Avalos),  and  roughly  $1,000  we  eluding  the  revitalization  of  the  tion. 

and  suspicious  persons  especiaUv  slammed  her  husband  in  the  back  have  accumulated  from  our  own  state'sonly  urban  state  park  and  the  Senate  Bill  678  -  Cxdifomia  Commih 

inparkineearaees  onnubbctrans-  of  the  head  with  a  bag  of  canned  communityefforts,  wecanventure  expansion  of  renewable  energy  in  mti/QynvctionsPerfmnance Incentive 
portation,  or  in  crowded  places 
Auto  Break-ins 


*Keep  your  car  locked  at  aU  times; 
never  leave  your  car  running  even 
"just  for  a  minute." 

*Do  not  leave  anything  visible  in 
your  car. 

*lf  you  place  shopping  bags  in  your 
car  truri^,  do  so  before  parking  or 


goods,  knocking  him  out  and  cut-  to  say  we  will  b)e  celebrating  a  new  San  Francisco.  Act  of 2009 

ting  his  scalp  to  a  point  where  it  pfay  area  and  restoration  in  Two  bills  going  into  law  in  the  new  Creates  a  program  that  would 

needed  stitches.                       McLaren  Park  in  2010,  year  also  mark  significant  milestones  share  state  savings  with  community 

The  noise  woke  the  woman     This  is  incredible  news  and  it  is  for  the  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  and  probation  programs  when  they  im- 

from  her  dead  faint  and  she  saw  now  in  the  hands  of  our  park  plan-  transgender(LGBT)  community.  Our  prove  supervision  of  felony  proba- 

her  neighbor  lying  on  the  floor  ners  on  how  and  where  this  play  Harvey  Milk  Day  bill  pays  honor  to  tioners  and,  as  a  result,  help  lower 

with  his  wife  bending  over  him,  area  will  be  installed.  Of  course,  the  late  Supervisor,  California's  first  California's  prison  admissions  and 

so  she  assumed  that  the  snake  had  there  will  be  community  input  and  openly  gay  elected  official,  for  his  thecrimeratesinourcommunities. 

bittenhim.Shewenttothekitchen  future  meetings  in  the  new  year  to  leadership  on  many  issues  and  most  Senate  Bill  748  -  WittKsS  Protection 


moveyourcartoadifferentlocation.  and  got  a  small  bottle  of  whiskey  finalize  the  details  but  remember,  notably  the  civil  rights  of  LGBT  Assistance 
Home  Burelaries  ^^'^  began  pouring  it  down  the  we  are  limited  in  size  by  the  amount  people.  Another  bill  clarifies  the  Prohibits  the  internet  posting  of 
*Keep  all  windows  and  doors  man's  throat.  of  money  we  have  accumulated  rightsof  same-sex coupleswhomar-  any  information  that  may  person- 
locked  at  all  times  By  now,  the  police  had  arrived,  thus  far  So  though  this  might  not  ried  outside  of  California  but  had  ally  identify  a  participant  of  tfieCali- 
*Keep  wrapped  gifts  and  valu-  ^^y  saw  the  unconscious  man,  be  the  big  play  structure  for  all  ages,  been  left  in  legal  limbo  following  the  fomia  Witiiess  Relocation  and  As- 
ables  out  of  public  view  or  away  smelled  the  whiskey,  and  as-  appropriate  for  Yosemite  Marsh  or  passage  of  Proposition  8.  These  two  sistance  Program  if  the  intent  is  to 
from  windows  where  people  can  sumed  that  ^  drunken  fight  had  ShelleyDrive,itwillbeasigruficant  landmark  measures  again  illustrate  cause  bodily  harm  or  indte  violence. 

them                               occurred.  They  were  about  to  ar-  improvement  to  a  severely  under  that  California  is  a  state  that  t)elieves  Senate  Bill  782  -  Senior  Eviction 
*If  going  on  vacation,  have  a  ^^^^  ^^^"^  ^11,  when  the  women  represented  side  of  our  park.  There  intieatingallpeoplewithrespectand  Protections 
trusted  neighbor  watch  your  ^'"'^'^     explain  how  it  all  hap-  willsuretobeasmuchdoneaspos-  dignity.                                     Requires  residential  care  faciii- 
house,  stop  your  mail  and  news-  pened  over  a  little  garden  snake,  sible  to  make  everyone  happy  to  Of  the  12  bills  I  authored  that  tiesfortiieelderly  toprovideevic- 
Thepolicecalled  an  ambulance,  better  an  area  of  the  park,  by  using  passed  the  full  Legislature,  two  tion  notices  that  iriform  residents 
which  took  away  the  neighbor  community      support      and  were    vetoed    by    Governor  oftheirlegalri^tsandprotections 
and  his  sobbing  wife.                 volunteerism.  And  hopefully  with  Schwarzenegger,  including  a  before  tenants  are  forced  to  leave 
Now,  the  little  snake  again  continued  support,  we  can  move  on  measure  that  would  have  banned  theirhomes. 
voicemail  or  on  social  networking  crawled  out  from  under  the  sofa  to  another  area  of  the  park  in  des-  gun  shows  at  Cow  Palace,  While  Senate  Bill  792  -  Candlestick  Point 
websites.                               and  one  of  the  policemen  drew  his  perate need  and  continue  the  beau-  1  am  disappointed  with  the  veto  Recreation  Area 
•Consider  having  SAFE  perform  gun  and  fired  at  it.  He  missed  the  tification  process  and  make  of  that  bill  and  another  one  that     Reconfigures  the  boundaries  of 
a  free  home  security  assessment,    snake  and  hit  the  leg  of  the  end  McLaren  Parka  safer  and  moreen-  addressed  public  works  contracts,  San  Francisco's  Candlestick  Point 
SAFE o^rs services  to  merchants  fable.  The  table  fell  over,  the  lamp  joyable  place  for  all  ages.  my  office  is  committed  lo  resolv-  Recreation  Area  in  exchange  for 
including  Business  Watch  organiz-  on  it  shattered  and,  as  the  bulb     Happy  Holidays  Everyone!  mg  issues  ttiat  are  important  to  $50  million  tor  improvements  ana 

'          "■  — '  -  "     ''         ■"       Eat  well,  stay  safe  and  be  merry!!!  my  constituents.  fuhireoperationandmainten£ince 

Chuck  &  Trilce  Farrugia  Below  is  a  synopsis  of  the  ten  bills  of  this  important  state  park, 

n                 r»    ■  -i  f\c\t\  iT»     i«TAri     Seyxatc  Bill  804  -  Mobile  Home  Re- 

Program  Put  1,200  People  Back  to  Work  placement  protection 

Prohibits  the  management  at  a 


paper  deliveries,  use  a  timed  light, 
and  an  alarm  if  you  have  one. 
'Do  not  advertise  that  you  are  go- 
ing on  vacation,  such  as  on  your 


ing;  loss  prevention  trainings;  and 
business  security'  assessments. 

Dangerous  Garden  Snake? 

Garden  snakes  can  be  danger- 


broke,  it  started  a  fire  in  the 
drapes. 

The  other  policeman  tried  to 
beat  out  the  flames,  and  fell 
through  the  window  into  the  yard 


ous.  Yes,  garden  snakes,  not  rattle  —"S"  "'^yaru    Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  recentiy  sidizing  100  percent  of  their  wages    '  hX  hnmr-  ^ 

snakes.  Here's  why:  ^  °P,°f       f^'^-'V        ^l^^'  announced  tiiat  the  San  Francisco  mtil  September  30,  2010  (when  fe  Z^n^)tTJll^^^^^ 

A  couple  in  SwLtwater,  Texas  startled,  jumped  out  and  raced  JOBS  NOW  program  has  used  fal-  federal  Lda.ge)cpires).  mgin  the  park  resident's  selection 

had  a  lot  of  potted  plants.  Dunng  '"'^  '^^  "^^^'^  an  oncom-  ,  j^qq  ^  r  ^^^^^^  .  nL^H To 

a  recent  cold  spell,  the  wife  wal  'ng  car  swerved  to  avoid  it  and  Frandscansbacktowork.andisseek-  Ameri(!an  Reinvestinent  and  Recov-  "^'^^'^ 

bringing  a  lot  of  them  indoors  to  ^■"^^"^'^  '"'o  '"^  parked  police       ^  additional  1,300  job  partid-  ery  Act  (ARRA)  which  includes  $5 

car.  ... 


broker,  dealer  or  agent 
complete  an  installa- 
tion or  purchase  of  a  replacement 

freeze.  "  .  Meanwhile,  neighbors  saw  the       20IO,  Additionally,  the  Mayor  porary  Assistance  to  Needy  Families  i°f™  .  ,  ^  .  ^ 

burning  drapes  and  called  m  the  nntlined  thptOBSNOW  m;,rkpHn<,  Fm./o.nr,,  rnnH...J„  c,..h  Senate  Bill  588- Sex  Offender  Man- 


protect  them  from  a  possible 
It  turned  out  that  a  little  green 


t    J  '  .  ■   . -m-             1    J  outlined  die  JOBS  NOW  marketing  Emergency  Contineencv  Fund  ,d  j 
garden  grass  snake  was  hidden  in  h/edepartment.  T^e  hremen  had  campaign  launching  this  month  wi^  (TANTECH,  which  provide  federal  '^nT/  1. 
one  of  the  plants.  When  it  had  ^tartedjaising  the  fire  ladder  Mu^ia^dotherdtypartners,aswell  Lds  to  pay  for  sub^dized  employ-     Deletes  tiie  January  1,2010  sun- 
warmed  up,  it  slitiiered  out  and           ^^^J^^^^       ,          t"^"  as  his  efforts  to  secure  hmding  horn  ment  programs.  Califomia  will  1^ 
the  wife  saw  it  go  under  the  sofa.      ,  ^"^^  '  "^f  "f^?  '^dder  tore  Congress  and  the  White  House  to  cdve  $1.8  billion  of  the  $5  biUion  to 
°                      out  the  overhead  wires,  put  out 


set  of  Uie  Sex  Offender  Manage- 
ment Board,  which  works  to  de- 
crease sexual  victimization  and 


shower)  ran  out  mio  me  living  .  ,  ^  r.r"  "J^Z  

room  to  see  what  the  problem  ^'^^  ^'^  8^*  nomic  crisis,  San  Frandsco's  JOBS 

was.  She  told  him  there  was  a  """^  °"V„  ^.  NOW  program  is  finding  ways  to 

snake  under  the  sofa.  .^'"^^  P^^"  f /f"  put  people  bade  to  worked  stimu- 

He  got  down  on  the  floor  on  his  h"f,^l,^!'^l!l;l2H  Vi?^^5l!f  ;™!  'ating  our  dt/s  local  economic  re-  centiy  requested  that  tiie  San  Fran- 


goal  of  plat 
ing  2,500  partidpants  in  jobs  between 
May  2009  and  September  2010. 
The  Obama  administration,  re- 


•  vetoed  by 
Governor  Schwarzenegger 
Senate  Bill  585  -  Coiv  Palace  Gun 
Shaio  Ban 
Would  have  prohibited  gun 


Aboutthat  time  the  famUy  dog  home  the  poba  acquired  a  new  car  P^Jent  Obama  puts  the  national  on  the  JOBS  NOW  proLm  to  in-  wh^d,  is  locate  partly  m  the 

came  and  cold-nosed  him  on  thl  ^^fuT^^^T*^  'ocus  on  job  creation,  lawmakersin  form  the  administfatifn  as  they  ^'^  ^i^T,?,?  ^ 

behind.  Hethoughtthesnakehad  i„t^'t^TZ  ^^lZZZ  t'  Washin^n  need  to  take  notice  of  moveforwardmsettingjobandea;  m^^'^,,!  ^  ^ 

bitten  him,  so  heicreamed  and  fell  t'^^  l  L                            an-  of  the  stimulus'  success  stories          •^li'-i^^^  Tt.^  ir\Rc  mi^ia?  ^  /" 


over  on  the  floor 


nounced  a  cold  snap  for  tinat  night 
The  wife  asked  her  husband  if  he 


here  in  San  Francisco. ' 


nomic  polides.  The  JOBS  NOW  r^ 
port  will  recommend  that  the  City 


Senate  Bill  802  -  Public  Works  Reform 
Would  have  capped  at  5  percent 


His  wife  thought  he  had  had  a  /u'^T.T^    mu  u        The  JOBS  NOW!  Program  benefits  ^ive  an  extension  to  keep  the  pro-   J^""'"  "f;^^<'PF^.3^^percent 

heart  attack,  so'she  covered  him  M*^^^^^^^^^^  loc^  employeis  by  pro^g  refer-  grampastSeptember2o7and^lS  ^S^^^n  naXt^^^^ 

up,  told  him  to  lie  still  and  r;,llpH  P'^*^  "'g^^*  rakof m.alifipH  wnrkPr^.nH  LoL  Z^Ai^^Li  ^  Withhold  in  payment  due  to  con- 


up,  told  him  to  lie  still  and  called 
an  ambulance. 

The  attendants  rushed  in,  would 
not  listen  to  his  protests,  loaded 
him  on  tiie  stretcher,  and  started 
carrying  him  out. 

About  that  time,  the  snake  came  out 
from  under  the  sofe  and  the  Emer- 
gency Medical  Technidan  saw  it  and 


T 
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CcrmjniyCenle/®20lOWCC  Ullnghlsresen/ed 


Wewt6  Biz  ^xom  LuMe,  l/.^ 

Computer  Literacy 

Beginning  in  January,  Visitaaon  Valley  Elementary  School  (WES) 
librarian,  Mr.  Lam  will  teach  basic  computer  literacy  lo  all  students 
dring  their  library  time.  He  will  encourage  students  to  practice  their 
newly  learned  skills  with  computers  in  their  dassrooms  or  at  home. 

Test  Preparation 

In  order  to  prepare  for  the  Califomia  Standards  Test  (CST)  in  April, 
"Test  Read/'  booklets  in  Reading  and  Mlh  were  sent  home  with 
WES  students  during  the  Winter  break 

Caring  School  Community 

VVF^  is  in  its  second  year  of  implementing  positive  school  cli- 
mate progress  while  working  on  the  following  weekly  sodal  skills: 
*Looking  at  a  person  talking  and  listening  quietly. 
'Keeping  the  school  yard  and  restrooms  clean. 
"Respecting  other's  personal  space. 
"Keeping  hands  and  feet  to  one's  self. 


rakofquahfiedworkersandbysul.  seek  additional  source  of  fundmg  trado;; on pu^bhV^Jks contracts. 

to  allow  the  program  to  move  for-  ,       ^^^"^^^^  ^^^^ 

ward  witfiout  the  requirement  that  ^epresentarive  in  the  Third  Sen- 

appbchnts  have  a  dependant,  ate  District,  and  am  always  inter- 

A^u^^""'^           ^".f^^  ^sted  in  your  thoughts  and  sug- 

raundtablemeetmg  with  small  busi-  gestions  If  you  have  ideas  for 


nesses  in  San  Frandsoo,  and  asked  that 


^           ,   ,  new  legislation,  need  more  infor- 

n^JT  ^     P""""^         K  mation  about  these  new  laws,  or 

rOBSNo£prog^,an/r^^  ^I^^^^^^^^J 

f^t^i'^^oRcteA/^'^^'^'^'**'^"'  fices  in  San  Francisco  (415-557- 

-^^'^^H  K  TP'^^':!.  1300)        San  Rafael  (415-479- 

T^Otyf^alsocompletedanew  ^^12       .intact  us  by  email, 

wet^te,,obsnowsf.o^andwiUbe  Sena  or.LenoC«>senate.ca  gov,  o 

gin  this  month  an  intense  markehne  u  n 

effort  dtvwide  the  web  www.sen.ca,gov/Leno. 

I  .             1^  ■                 1  .  Senator  Mark  Leno  represents 

erljJln^BCoW  rX^T-^^  '^"'^           District  of  Call- 

ir-»DiMr-!iAf     in     u    ■  §    a.  fomia,  which  indudes  portions  of 

^iSa   2!^^°'.  San  Frandsco  and  Sonoma  Coun- 

HSA  website  at  www.jobsnowsf.org.  ^^^.^  ^^^^^^ 


.  incidentsofcirculationentropment  nology  not  only  brings  efficiency  lo  vtsnACiONVALLEYG«APEviNE.jANUAfn20io-3 

An  OppOrhmitV  to  'Tay  it  Forward      reported  totheConsumer  Product  the  criminal  justice  system,  but  it  RebuildillC  Credit 

Safety  Commission  between  1999  also  allow  law  enforcement  to  c> 
by  Assembiywomnn  fuma  Ma        Programensures  that  a  grant  will        2007,  including  9  fatalities  and  spend  more  time  in  the  field.  After  BanKrUptCV 

Before  becoming  a  public  servant  be  available  for  pvery  qualified  63  injuries,  in  which  54  of  these  in-  AB 1203  -  Feny  Funding  b\i  lasoti  Aldennan 

and  elected  member  of  the  Califor-  student.  ddents  involved  children  under  the     AB  1203  would  improve  the  way     m„       t^W«;  fh*>  H^vSd^n  tr,  H*>- 

nia  Stale  Assembly,  I  was  a  practic-     It  should  be  the  mission  of  all  Call-  ™ofl5.  Prop  IBfundsareallocated  toemer-  n^rP  b^nW^ntrv  lipMW  R^^ 

ing  CerHHed  Public  Accountant  fomians  to  keep  sUidents  moving       1209-  Mobile  Identification    gency  and  disaster  relief  agencies  hLin^^^ 
(CPA).  While  I  liked,  and  wasgood  forward  with  their  education  no  Booking  Act  of  2009  like  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  ^^IpH  ilC^rH 

at  working  with  numbers,  I  knew  1  matter  what  their  arcumstances.  A  1209  uill  allow  law  enforce-  Water  Emergency,  and  ensure  that  "  iniTv  r;rn  h^^^ 

wantedtodosomeUiingel9e,somt-  remarkable  statistic  from  the  Cali-  ment  to  use  mobile  fingerprinHng  transpc^rtation  projects  are  not  jeop-  ^ijlimn^ru^^ 
thing  more  fulfUling.  So  1  deaded  forma  Student  Aid  Commission  identification  (ID)  devices  to  cap-  ardized  by  bureaucracy,  by  admin-        "^Ju,^;^^     h  ,rn  m/v  /ffpr 
to  scale  back  mv  work  hours  as  a  shows  that  more  tlian  90  percent  of  ture  fingerprints  in  the  field  when  isteringfiinds  with  up-front  aUoca-  T^VaM>!;,"  h"  ^ 
CPA  and  spend  some  time  work-  Cal  Grant  recipients  attending  two  arrestees  do  not  have  proper  ID  or  tions  rather  than  by  reimbursement,  ^"^n  "^3n?or  pvp^ 
ing  as  a  field  representative  for  or  four  year  schwis  re-enroU  for  a  ^^en  the  arrestee  voluntarily     For  more  information  on  legisla-    vvh  mfr^n^h-nm 
former  President  Pro  Tem  of  the  second  year  agrees  to  a  field  booking.  This  tech-  tionvisitwww.leginfo.ca.gov  \,Zvr^^ll\^^^^ 

California  State  Senate.  John  Bur-     This  effort  to  publicize  the  Cal  ^  ^  -     t-.  h.  t      .  tat  ,  .  ^^TE^  ^' ^      L  accumu- 

ton.  After  a  few  weeks  on  the  job,  I  Grant  program  is  part  of  a  recom-  Loail  PrOgraill  tO  FinanCe  NeXt  WaVC  '^tedxiebtorjuststartmgoutfina^^ 
knew  1  had  found  what  I  was  truly  mitment  to  reducing  financial  bar-  ^  .  „  1.1     C  nally  and  looking  to  avoid  future 

meant  to  do  in  life -serve  and  rep-  rierstopursuingapost-highschoo!  Of  SaTl  FraTlClSCO  Renewable  EnergV  ""'^^^P^'  J^lV'L^^'^'l'ffr 
resentCalifomians.  But  finding  education. Itisnotonlygoodforthe  ^    .  i        .     h      ■  q    p  .nH^/in  ^2"'^ 

what  I'm  most  passionate  about  in  social  stmchire  of  Olifomia,  but     Mayor  Gaym  Newsom  recendy  larmstallationsm  San  Francisco,  in  stronger  credit: 
life  didn't  just  happen  -  someone  also  will  help  the  State  maintain  its  announced  legislahon  to  help  h-  lust  one  year.  Monitor  your  credit.  Negabvein- 

helpedshowmethewaysomeone  competifiveUnomicedge.  "3"^^  new  residential  and  com-     Finanang  for  the  program  wiU  be  forrnation  such  as  ate  payments, 

tooktiie  time  to  mentor  me.  Studentsand  familiescangethelp  "i^'""^"  renewable  energ'  projects  struchi  red  through  the  establish-  tax  liens  and  foreclosures  can  re- 

Growing  up,  were  there  people  in  for  applying  for  a  Cal  Grant  by  at-  andenergy  and  water  efhaency  in  ment  of  a  Cityw.de  Mellc^Roos  mam  on  your  credit  reports  or 
your  life  who  encouraged  you,  tending  workshops  that  I  will  be  San  Franasco.  The  new  San  Fran-  Special  Tax  Distnct.  Owrierso  m-  mariy  years -up  to  10  years  for 
diowed  you  the  ropes,  and  helped  hosUngthroughoutthecommunity  cisco  SustainaWe  Fmanang  Pro-  dividual  properties  would  apply  to  bankruptcy  On  the  other  hand, 
you  become  the  peSon  you  are  to  in  February  To  apply  for  a  Cal  gram  (SF2)  and  San  Francisco  Sus-  )om  tine  d.stnct.  In  rehim  for  opt-  once  you  reestablish  sc)Uiid  credit 
day' Apart  from  marking  a  new  Grant,  students  must  fill  out  and  tamable  FtnanongSpeoal  Distnct  ing  into  the  distnct  and  agreeing  habits,  such  as  paying  bills  on  time 
year,  January  presents  an  opportii-  submit  two  forms:  a  Free  Applica-  allows  building  owners  to  access  topay  a  speaal  tax  in  amountstai-  and  lowering  balances  owed,  your 
nity  for  you  to  "pay  it  forward"  and  tion  for  Federal  Student  Aid  affordable,  aty-sponsored  hnanc-  bred  to  repay  the  finanang  over  credit  score  should  start  rising 
take  part  in  National  Mentoring  (FAFSA)andaCalGrantGPA  veri-  ingforenergyeffiaency,  renewable  the  life  of  the  improvements,  the  within  months. 
Montfi  fication  form.  Other  financial  and  energyand  waterconservationmi-  buildmg  owner  would  receive    To  ensure  your  improved  credit 

Most  successful  people  say  they  academic  eligibility  requirements  provements.  The  repayment  obli-  Kinds  to  pay  the  up-front  cost  of  behavior  is  being  reported  prop- 
had  mentors  Uiat  guided  and  en-  apply  Stiidents  and  families  can  gahon  will  be  attached  to  the  prop-  the  approved  project.  No  resident  eriy  periodically  review  your 
couraged  them  General  Colin  visit  www.calgrants.org  or  caU  my  erty,  rather  than  the -ndividual,  and  or  buildmg  owner  will  pay  this  credit  reports  from  the  three  ma- 
PoweUpointstotheinfluenceofhis  office  to  leam  more  about  the  Cal  will  be  paid  back  through  property  speaal  tax  unless  they  choose  to  jor  credit  bureaus: -Equifax 
father  Oprah  Winfreydtesafourth-  Grants  program,  find  the  fomis  they  taxes  over  the  life  of  the  finanang.  opt  mto  the  program  and  finance  (www.equifax.com),  Experian 
grade  teacher  who  taught  her  to  need,  or  visit  one  of  my  local  work-  "San  Franasco  Sustamable  Fi-  energyand  water  upgrades.  (www.experian.com)  and  Trans 
believe  in  herself  Others  that  have  shops  nanang  will  help  residential  and     The  program  uses  private  capi-  Union  (www.transunion.  com), 

mentioned  the  importance  of  men-  Now,  more  than  ever,  the  Cal  commercial  property  owners  fi-  tal  to  hand  the  retrofits.  The  City  is  You  can  order  one  free  report  a  year 
tors  in  their  lives  include  Tom  Grant  program  providesaviableal-  nance  the  next  wave  of  renewable  alsoapplying  for  grant  dollars  un-  from  each  bureau  through 
Brokaw,  Maya  Angelou,  Clint  temativeformanystudentswhoare  energy  development  m  San  Fran-  dertheAmencan  Recovery  and  Re  www.annualcreditreport.com. 
Eastwood,  Edward  James  Olmos,  uncertain  about  fijrthering  their  dsco,"  said  Mayor  Newsom.  "This  investinent  Act  to  ensure  the  pro-  ReestabUsh creditworthiness. One 
Tim  Russert  Mike  Wallace  Sting  education  after  high  school,  either  innovative  program  will  not  only  gram  lowers  the  finanaal  barriers  way  to  demonsti-ate  your  ability  to 
and  Prudent  Obama  In  fact,  the  becausetheyfeeltheycannotafford  reduce  green  house  gas  emissions,  to  entry  m  the  renewable  energy,  repay  debt  properly  (thereby  later 
Harvard  Mentoring  Project  has  it  or  because  they  have  less  than  '*  "^'^  also  fuel  the  continued  ex-  energy/water  efficiency  retrofit  qualifying  for  more  favorable  lend- 
been  conducting  videotaped  inter-  perfect  grades.  pansion  of  green  jobs  m  San  Fran-  market  for  low-income  City  ing  terms)  is  to  open  a  secured  credit 

views  and  collecting  written  essays    It  is  important  to  keep  students  Cisco."  homeowners  and  nonprofit  afford-  card  linked  to  a  savings  account  you 

in  which  theseand  other  prominent  motivated  about  continuing  their  SF2  is  unique  from  other  aties  us-  able  housing  providers  as  well.  maintain.  TypicaUy,  you  can  only 
people  talk  about  the  mentors  that  education.  We  can  do  that  by  mg  property-tax  repayment  mod-  Finanang  Highlights  chargeuptotheamountondeposit 
have  influenced  them.  spreading  the  word  about  the  avail-       m  that  it  will  finance  not  just   'Establishes  a  atywide  "MeUo-  which  prevents  you  from  charging 

In  a  landmark  study  conducted  by  ability  of  finandal  aid  and  helping  solar  photovoltaics,  but  a  range  of  Roos"  Speaal  Tax  Dishict.  more  than  you  can  afford 

the  research  group  Public/Private  to  jx-int  them  toward  success,  renewable  energy  energy  effi-  'Residential  and  commercial  Look  for  a  secured  card: 
Venhires  (P/PV)  of  1.000  people.  Legislation  Enacted  January  1  nency  and  waterconservationmi-  buildings  of  all  sizes  will  be  eligible.  That  will  convert  to  an  unsecured 
mostlvurbanvouthagesIOthrough  On  fanuarv  f.  2l)Tu.  randmarl<  leg-  provements.  Adcfi'h'onafly  unlike  *Some  of  the  eligible  upgrades  in-  (regular)  credit  card  uith  more  fa- 
14,  researchers  found  that  those  en-  islationlauthored  wasenacted.Dur-  other  dties  using  their  own  invest-  elude:  insulation,  replacing  win-  vorabletermsafteryou'vemadesev- 
gaged  in  mentoring  were  signifi-  ing  the  2009  Legislative  Session  1  nient  funds  or  tax  dollars,  SF2  will  dows,  upgrading  heating  systems,  eral  on-time  payments 
candy  more  likely  than  those  with-  successhiUy  moved  14  bills  to  the  leverage  private  market  lending  water  effidency  upgrades  -  such  That  bas  zero  or  low  annual  and 
out  mentors  to  have  developed  the  GovemorsdeskOfthel4bills,Gov-  ^""^  available  stale  and  federal  as  installing  low  flow  toilets,  po-  application  fees  and  a  low  interest 
attitudes  and  habits  tiiat  can  help  emor  Schwarzenegger  signed  7.      grant  dollars.  table  water  offsets,  irrigation  mea-  rate 

ensure  success.  Below  are  summaries  of  some  of    "^an  Francisco  Sustainable  Fi-  sures,  storm  water  management    *Whose  lender  will  consider  re- 

This  and  other  research  consis-  the  landmark  legislation.  nancing  will  help  home  and  busi-  improvements;  financing  will  also  porting  your  payment  history  to  all 

tently  shows  that  mentoring  is  a  AB  144-  Disability  Placards  "^ss  owners  overcome  the  large  be  available  for  installation  of  re-  three  credit  bureaus 
highlyeffectivestrategyforprevent-  Last  year  in  San  Francisco,  law  en-  upfront  costs  of  solar,  energy  and  newable  energy  generation  on  Be  mindful  of  monthly  usage  fees 
ingseveralkeyproblemsthatyoung  forcement  confiscated  over  1,000  il-  water  efficiency  improvements  by  buildings,  such  as  solar  arrays,  so-  and  other  charges  that  can  deplete 
people  face,  including  school  vio-  legal  disabled  placards.  The  wide-  financing  these  costs  over  up  to  lar  water  heaters  and  wind  turbines  your  balance.  Try  your  credit  union 
lence,  drug  abuse,  and  dropping  spread  abuse  has  not  only  taken  20years,"saidSupervisorEricMar,  'Program  phases  in  a  mandate  of  or  go  to  websites  such  as 
out  of  school.  Mentoring  provndes  away  parking  opportunities  for  will  co-sponsor  the  legislation  a  whole  homeenergy  efficiency  au-  www.bankrate.com, 
information,  opportunities,  nurtur-  people  who  really  need  them,  but  at  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  "This  dit  and  the  installation  of  energy  www.cardrafings.com  or  www. 
ing.  and  support.  has  also  exacerbated  the  difficult  visionary  program  will  reduce  our  efficiency  upgrades  before  renew-  indexcreditcards.com  lo  compare 

And  now,  with  so  many  state  pro-  parking  environment  in  San  Fran-  impact  on  the  environment,  dra-  able  energy  generation  improve-  rales  and  terms. 
gramsforyouthbeingcut,theneed  dsco.  The  current  penalty  is  a  $100  matically  reduce  home  and  busi-  ments.  Secured  loans  from  a  credit 

for  mentors  is  particularly  impor-  fine.  AB  144  not  only  increases  the  "^ss  utility  bills  and  create  a  boom  'Private  capital  to  fijnd  the  retro-  union  or  bank  work  in  a  similar 
tant.  It  is  a  way  to  help  California's  fineforfraudulentuseto$l,000,but  in  green  jobs  in  San  Francisco."  fits  through  Renewable  Funding,  manner:  You  take  out  a  loan 
children  and  adolescents  in  the  face  also  gives  parking  conh-ol  officers    Almost  half  of  San  Francisco's  LLC.  backed  by  a  savings  account.  Your 

of  this  staggering  economy  without  the  ability  to  cile  violators.  Cur-  greenhouse  gas  emissions  come  'Program  participants  can  deduct  loan's  interest  rate  will  be  higher 
spending  money  rently  only  police  officers  have  the  from  energy  use  in  local  buildings,  the  interest  component  of  their  so-  than  the  savings  account  earns. 

National  Mentoring  Month  is  an  ability  lo  cite  violators  in  many  in-  while  older  and  wasteful  fixtijres  lar  financing  tax  on  their  tax  re-  but  successfully  paying  it  off 
opportunity  for  you  lo  give  back  to  stances.  and  appliances  strain  California's  turns.  should  boost  your  credit  score, 

your  commurtity  to  show  a  young  AB  606- Blueberry  Commission  limited  water  resources.  Initial  "Similar  programs  exist  currently  Pay  on  time.  TTie  single  most  im- 
person  what  you  were  once  shown.  With  tiie  recent  news  about  the  ^^sts  are  often  prohibitive  to  im-  in  Berkeley  and  Sonoma,  and  oth-  porlant  thing  you  can  do  to  improve 
By  providing  young  people  with  health  benefits  of  blueberries,  de-  proving  energy  and  water  use  ef-  ers  are  under  development  around  youro^tistoalwayspay  atleast 
role  models  and  reliable  sustained  mand  for  tiie  commodity  has  in-  ficiency  witfun  building  renova-  the  stale,  but  San  Francisco's  is  the  the  minimum  due  on  all  bills  on 
relationships  with  adults  outside  creased.  AB  606  creates  the  Califor-  tion.  In  July  2008,  the  City  launched  most  aggressive  and  includes  com-  time.Considersigningupforauto- 
their  immediate  families,  nia  Blueberry  Commission,  which  its  highly  successful  solar  energy  prehensive  water  and  energy  effi-  mafic  payments  from  your  check- 
mentoring  can  play  a  key  role  in  wall  grow  the  state's  economy  at  no  incentive  program,  GoSolarSF,  ciency  improvements  as  well  as  re-  ing,  savings  or  credit  card  account 
promoting  successful  outcomes  for  cost  to  the  general  fund  to  ensure  which  doubled  Uie  number  of  so-  newable  generation  like  solar.        if  this  is  a  recurring  problem. 


Califonnia's  youtii,  that  Califonnia's  agriculture  indus- 

Education  Beyond  High  try  will  reap  the  benefits  of  the  in- 

Sdiool:  Apply  for  a  Cal  Grant!  crease  in  demand.  Specifically,  the 

Recent  education  trends  in  Cali-  Commission  will  provide  pro- 
fomia  show  the  State  ranks  near  the  grams  for  education,  promotion, 
bottom  ten  in  the  United  States  for  marketing,  and  research  relating  to 
high  school  stiidents  going  directiy  blueberries.  Unlike  other  stale  com- 
to college.  With  neariy  400,000 Call-  missions,  all  of  the  19  commodity 
fomia  high  school  seniors  in  2010,  commissions  are  100%  funded  by 
we  need  to  aggressively  raise  growers, 
awareness  about  the  availability  of  AB  1020  (Emmereon  and  Ma) 
Cal  Grants  as  an  option  for  finan-  Dangerous  Pool  Drains 
cial  aid  lo  low-  and  middle-income     AB  1020  increases  pool  safety  for 
students.  Cal  Grants  are  one  of  the  our    children    by  requiring 
smartest  ways  to  get  cash  for  col-  California's  public  swimming  pools 
lege  because  ifs  money  you  don't  to  increase  their  safety  standards  by 
have  lo  pay  back.  installing  anti-entrapment  drain 

Last  year.  Democrats  in  the  Leg-  covers  to  prevent  unnecessary 
islahire  fought  off  a  proposal  by  the  deaths  as  a  result  of  drowning. 
Governor  to  eliminate  the  Cal  Drowning  is  the  second  leading 
Grant  Program  from  the  2009-2010  cause  of  accidental  death  among 
budget  during  the  tough  year-long  children  ages  1  to  14  in  the  United 
negotiations.  Today,  the  Cal  Grant  Stales.  There  were  74  documented 
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Curtail  amounts  owed.  Another 
major  credit-scoring  factor  is  credit 
utilization,  which  measures  how 
much  of  each  account's  credit  limit 
you  tap,  as  welt  as  how  much 
you've  borrowed  as  a  percenla^  of 
your  total  available  credit.  Aim  for 
30  percent  utilization  or  less,  even 
if  you  pay  off  balances  each  month. 

Educate  yourself.  Oftentimes, 
creditors  will  refer  customers  ex- 
periencing debt  problems  to  fi- 
nancial education  courses  like 
Money  Choices,  an  online  pro- 
gram sponsored  by  Visa  Inc. 
(www.moneychoices.com), 
where  they  can  leam  step-by-step 
how  creciil  works,  budgeting, 
credit  repair  tips,  debt  collectors, 
financial  hardship  planning,  and 
much  more.  Money  Choices  is 
free,  self-paced  and  can  be  ac- 
cessed by  anyone. 
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^cLarcn  f  aric  f\|ews  and  Notes 

/»!/  Betty  Pmshnll 

Looking  Back 

Tliisyear  started  witli  thesighting  of  a  mystery  bird  appeared  perciied 
on  a  ver^'  tall  tree  and  presenting  a  seemingly  all-gray  coat.  Several 
exited  bird  lovers  engaged  in  message  board  discussions  trying  to 
identify  tlie  bird,  sinceit  didn't  look  like  the  usual  red  tail  or  red  shoulder 
hawks  cxjmmonly  seen.  But  one  day  another  dog  walker  and  I  saw  it 
sail  overhead,  and  the  tail  was  a  lovely  red.  Mystery  solved. 

The  coot  pair  who  raised  six  little  coots  at  McNabb  Uke  delighted 
bird  watchers  too.  Since  this  pair  didn't  fly  the  coop  when  their 
fellow  coots  did,  we're  hoping  they  decide  to  raise  another  batch 
this  coming  spring. 

Dedicated  volunteers  did  good  work  during  the  year.  The 
Volunteers  of  Outdoor  California  put  in  a  weekend  building  a 
switchback  trail  from  the  tennis  court  area  down  to  McNabb,  and 
also  did  a  great  deal  of  trail  repair  above  the  golf  course  and  at  the 
Crocker  Amazon  area.  If  you  haven't  walked  the  University  Hill 
trail  yet,  try  it  out.  On  a  clear  day  the  views  are  great  and  the 
gentle  slope  of  the  trail  makes  for  easy  walking. 

One  Brick  also  gave  many  hours  maintaining  and  planting  at 
Yosemite  Marsh.  And  thanks  to  a  few  folks  who  pick  up  trash  as  tliey 
walk,  and  to  the  responsible  dog  walkers  who  pick  up  after  the  dogs. 

First  5  San  Francisco  designed  and  installed  a  lovely  mosaic  mural 
on  the  planter  at  the  children's  playground  at  McNabb  Lake. 

Giant  sequoias  were  discovered  on  the  slope  above  the  lake  while 
volunteers  were  cleaning  out  a  very  unattractive  campground.  Now 
we  know  we  have  thnee  varieties  of  red  woods  in  the  park:  the  sequoias, 
coast  redwoods,  and  dawn  redwoods. 

Thanks  are  offered  to  District  Manager  James  Threat,  who  responded 
quickly  to  a  request  made  in  February  to  keep  the  restrooms  opened 
seven  days  a  week.  We're  glad  to  report  that  they  are  open  and  also 
kept  in  clean  condition. 

The  Jerry  Garda  Amphitheater  was  the  setting  for  two  great  events, 
the  annual  Jerry  Garcia  Day  concert  and  the  presentation  of  "The 
Taming  of  the  Shrew"  by  The  Women's  Will,  an  all  female  company 

A  tiny  tots  class  opened  in  September  at  the  [x)uis  Sutter  Community 
Building,  and  a  senior  social  session  is  also  available  there.  TTne  group 
picnic  area  finally  saw  the  replacement  of  tabletops  and  benches 
completed,  and  the  walls  at  the  site  were  given  a  fresh  coat  of  paint. 

Looking  Forward 

The  Rec  and  Park  Department  attempted  to  lease  the  Louis  Sutter 
Community  building  toa  private  vendor,  which  could  have  presented 
problems  for  community  people  wanting  to  use  the  space.  No  lease 
offer  was  received  by  the  November  deadline,  so  the  department 
will  continue  to  operate  the  building  and  provide  programming  for 
the  time  being. 

The  two-month-old  vacancy  in  the  McLaren's  maintenance 
supervisor  position  has  been  filled.  Our  new  supervisor  is  Zach  Taylor, 
who  was  previously  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works.  He  can 
be  reached  at  (415)  3374700. 

Advocates  for  a  disc  golf  course  in  McLaren  Park  are  working  on  a 
course  layout.  Watch  for  announcements  of  community  input 
meetings  sometime  in  the  next  few  months. 

Best  wishes  to  all  our  readers  for  a  happy  and  healthy  2010, 


Leiand  Avenue  Streetscape  Improvement  Project 


Fdkjwing  are  rmules  of  a  meeting  kim 
Octobet  2 1  from  the  Visual  Arts  Committee 
of  the  franoscoArts  Commission  con- 
cerning the  Leiand  Avenue  Streetscape 
lmp(ovement  Protect 
Pubic  Art  Program  Assoaate  Mary  Cfxxj 
explained  details  of  the  Leiand  Avenue 
Streetscape  Improvement  Protect  and  arv 
nounced  that  the  artst  selecbon  panel, 
viAich  met  on  October  2nd,  pdced  tfie  pn> 
posal  by  Matlhew  Passmor^^BAR  The 
panel  mduded  tt)e  follovi/ing  partopants 
Department  of  Public  Works  Landscape  Ar- 
chitect John  Dennis,  community  members 
Anne  SeemanandMarteneTranartspro- 
fessionals Amy  Tracfitenberg  and  Rene  de 
Guzman  and  Arts  CommssionerLofTane 
Garaa-N^tata  Working  vyith  a  budget  of 
$35,000,  Mr  Passnxx^BARs  destgn 
currently  consists  ot  twenty  poles  topped 
wth  reqded  parking  meters  coaled  in  red 
automotrve  pant  that  wll  be  donated  by  the 
Muniapal  Transportation  Agency  The  pro- 
posal also  indudes  messages  of  welcome 
in  different  Iar>gua9es  inscnbed  on  the  indi- 
vKJuai  poles  and  solar  Itghbng  integrated 
wlhin  the  meters  She  expianed  that  the 
proposal  was  inspred  by  the  agncultural 


history  of  Visitaaon  Valley  and  the  neartsy 
Visitaoon  Valley  Greenway 
Ms  Chou  expianed  that  the  panelists  felt 
that  Mr  Passmore/REBAR  s  proposal  was 
a  strong  sculptural  statement  that  was 
unique  and  reflected  the  neic^ibor-hood's 
focus  on  sustainability  The  panel  made 
some  recommendations  for  the  artst  to 
change  Ihe  color  of  the  metertieads  to  a 
more  orange-red  color  so  that  it  does  not 
look  like  matchsficks,  and  to  further  develop 
the  content  of  the  text  and  locate  Ihe  text 
doser  to  the  base  ot  the  panel  so  that  the 
pubic  couW  create  rubbings  of  the  raised 
text  Ms  Chou  also  stated  that  due  to  an- 
topated  mantenance  needs,  Arts  Commis- 
sion staff  wouU  like  to  see  the  proposed 
solar  elements  replaced  with  reflective  ma- 
tenals  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  existing 
street  lighbng 

Ms  Choucondudedbyexplaningthatthe 
artst  vrill  also  be  vyorking  wlh  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pubic  Works  in  determining  the 
placement  of  benches  akxig  the  sidewalk 
adjacent  to  the  artworit  and  that  the  reman- 
der  of  the  project  budget  will  be  apprweti 
at  a  later  date  after  Mr  Passnw^BAR 
refines  the  design 


New  Legislation  Will  Create  Jobs  and  Improve  Seismic  Safety 

Mayor  NevvM)nn)n  Dec.  I6inlr()-  jiensivethanthemistvllantxiusem-  quired  pension  contributions  ttill 
ducwi  two  pieces  of  legislation  that  ployeepensionbcnefit.  ITie amend-  below  the  normal  cost.  When  om- 
will  create  jobs,  improve  seismic  mcnt wouldrvquireallnewly-hired  tributions  to  the  City's  retirement 
safety  and  reform  dty  pensions  and  police^  officers,  firefighters  and  mis-  fund  are  less  than  the  nomial  cost, 
benefits  to  curtail  rising  costs.  cellaneous  safety  employees  to  pay  the  differena'  between  the  normal 

The  seismic  sal^ty  legislation,  co-  nine  percent  (9  percvnt)  of  compen-  costandtherequiredeniployerpay- 
sponsor^d  by  Boand  President  David  salionlocontributetothecostof  tlie  ment  to  the  retirement  fund  will  be 
Chiu,andSupervisors)ohnAvalaos,  pension  benefits  provided  to  them,  deposited  into  the  Retiree  Health 
David  Campos,  Bevan  Duffy,  and  'Require  the  City  to  Pay  a  Mini-  Care  Trust  Fund,  to  cover  retiree 
Ross  Mirkarimi,  proposes  a  $652  mum  Contribution  for  Pension  or  health  care  expenses,  or  to 
million  EartliquakeSafety  and  Emer-  Retiree  Health  Benefits:  Bach  year,  "superfund"  the  pension  system  as 
gency  Response(ESER)  Bond  for  the  the  Retirement  Board  sets  the  em-  a  hedge  against  future  lean  years. 
]une'20!0  ballot.  The  ESER  bond  is  ployer contribution  totheCit/sre- 

lecxxnmended  by  the  City's  10-year  tirement  fund  by  calculating  the  Event  in  Januarv  at 
Capital  Plan  to  safeguard  and  en-  "normal  cost"  of  providing  the  ^  ii       Rranr-K  T  ^Ki-an/ 
hanceSanPrandsco'searthquakeand  pension  benefit,  and  any  offsetting  Vauey  DrdllCn  LlPraiy 

emergency  responsiveness  by  im-  investment  earnings  that  would  FoUowing  isan  event  in  January 
proving  critical  public  safety  infra-  reduce  the  City's  required  pay-  at  the.Visitacion  Valley  Branch  Li- 
structure.  Thebondispartofalong-  ment.  In  some  years,  the  invest-  brary  45  Leiand  Ave. 
term  strategic  strategy  to  address  ment  earnings  and  fund  assets  *Jan.  20,  Wednesday,  Teen  Knit- 
capita!  infrastructure  needscitywdde.  have  so  offset  the  normal  cost  that  ting  Workshop  from  3:30  to  5:30 
"We  must  ensure  that  our  aging  the  City's  contribution  was  re-  p.m.  Get  out  of  the  cold  and  into 
auxiliary  watersystem.publicsafety  duced  to  very  low  levels.  At  the  the  library!  Learn  how  to  knit  a 
facilities,  and  neigliborhoodfiivsta-  same  time,  the  City  has  not  pre-  simple  wrist  warmer.  All  materi- 
tions  can  withstand  the  next  major  funded  its  retiree  medical  obliga-  ats  provided.  Space  is  limited-  For 
earthquake  so  our  police  officers,  tior\s.  The  amendment  would  re-  more  information  or  to  reserve 
fin?fighters  and  paramedics  can  re  quire  the  Qty  to  make  a  minimum  yourspotcontact  Abbyat(415)355- 
spondtodisaster immediately,"  said  payment  in  years  in  whidi  the  re  2848or  aharwoodf  sfpl.org. 
Mayor  Newsom,  "Rebuilding  these 
critical  emergency  facilities  and  in- 
frastructure will  also  create  new  jobs 
in  construction  and  building  trades 
at  a  time  when  the/re  needed  most." 
Specifically  the  bond  will; 
'Refrofit  the  core  facilities  of  the 
Auxiliary  Water  Supply  System 
(AWSS):  a  nearly  century  old  high 
pressure  fire  hydrant  system. 

•Repair  and  make  seismic  safety 
improvements  to  neighborhood  fire 
stations  and  build  a  new  station  in 
Mission  Bay 

*Co-locate  the  Office  of  the  Medi- 
cal Examiner  &  the  Criminal  Lab  into 
a  seismicdlly  safe  Forensic  Sciences 
Center.  Relocate  the  police  headquar- 
ters in  Southern  District  Police  Sta- 
tion from  the  Hall  of  Justice  into 
seismically  safe  public  safety  build- 
ings. 


The  Controfler's  Ofiice  estimates 
that  7.2  jobs  are  created  from  every 
$1  million  spent  on  construction  re 
lated  projects;  creating  approxi- 
mately 4,600  jobs  in  San  Francisco 
resulting  from  Oie  ESER  Bond. 

Mayor  Newsom  also  joined  with 
Supervisor  Sean  EJsbemd  to  intro- 
duce pension  reform  legislation  pro- 
posing  amendments  to  the  City 
Charter  with  the  following  provi- 
sions: 

'Payment  of  Employee  Pension 
Contributions:  In  the  past,  the  Oty 
agreed  in  labor  negotiations  to  pay 
the  employee  contribution  to  the 
pension  system.  While  most  City  la- 
bor agreements  now  provide  that 
employees  must  pay  their  own  con- 
tributions, there  are  several  in  which 
the  Gty  continues  to  pay  all  or  part 
of  the  employee  portion.  Under  the 
proposal,  the  City  will  be  prohibited 
from  agreeing  to  pay  the  employee 
retirement  contribution  in  any  new 
labor  agreements.  The  terms  of  the 
labor  agreements,  including  the  im- 
pact of  tfiis  amendment,  would  be 
subject  to  negotiations. 

"Threeyear  Averaging  for  Final 
Comperisation:  An  employee's  life 
time  pension  benefits  are  currently 
calculated  using  a  formula  based  on 
the  employee's  single  highest  year  of 
pay,  which  is  in  most  cases  the  final 
year  of  employment  For  all  new  em- 
ployees, the  proposal  would  use  an 
average  of  the  employee's  salary  for 
his  or  her  three  hi^esl-paid  years  in- 
stead. This  will  help  prevent  wage 
inflation  in  the  final  year  before  re 
tirement,  thereby  saving  the  City 
money  and  providing  an  incentive 
for  employees  who  are  promoted  at 
the  end  of  their  careers  to  stay  wath 
the  Gty  for  a  longer  period  of  time. 
It  will  ensure  that  the  final  compen- 
sation utilized  to  establish  employee 
pension  benefits  better  represents  ca- 
reer earnings, 

"Increase  Employee  Contribution 
for  Safety  Pension  to  9  percent:  Po- 
lice officers,  firefighters  and  miscel- 
laneous safety  employees  pay  seven 
and  onehalf  percent  (7.5  percent)  of 
compensation  for  their  pension  ben- 
efits, which  is  the  same  percentage 
of  compensation  required  of  miscel- 
laneous employees.  However,  the 
safety  benefit  is  significantly  more  ex- 


Visitacion  Valley  History  Project 

Truly  Remarkable  Valey  Homes 

hij  Betty  PnrshaU 

One  of  the  homes  visited  on  our  Neighborhood  History  Walk  in 
November  is  a  remarkable  exam  pie  of  preservation  both  of  the  building 
and  documentation  left  tliere  by  the  people  who  originally  occupied 
it. 

The  house  was  built  in  1906  and  consisted  of  two  stories  with 
seven  rooms.  Both  the  1910  and  1920  U.S.  census  reports  list  the 
same  family  in  occupancy. 

Louis  M,  Alexander  was  the  head  of  the  family.  Living  with  him  were 
his  mother,  Cotha  Alexander,  his  sister,  Sophia  Hammer  and  her 
husband  Nathan  Hammer,  and  their  hvo  sons,  Eliasand  Moritz  L(Leo). 
Louis,  Gotha  and  Sophia  were  bom  in  Germany.  Nathan  Hammer 
was  Hungarian.  The  two  boys  were  bom  in  California.  The  house 
is  on  Delta  Street,  but  in  the  years  of  (he  two  census  reports  the 
street  name  was  Cowden. 

We  know  that  Leo  Hammer  married  a  woman  named  Rose,  that 
they  had  one  son,  Joseph,  and  lived  around  the  comer  on  Harkness 
Avenue.  We  also  know  that  Leo  worked  for  the  US  Post  Office,  and 
for  many  years  was  stationed  at  the  Visitacion  Valley  post  office. 
Leo  and  Rose  were  active  in  both  the  Visitacion  Valley  Improvement 
Association  and  the  Reis  Paul  Tract  Improvement  Association.  They 
were  excellent  folk  dancers  too,  participating  in  the  folk  dance 
classes  led  by  Tom  Taylor  at  the  Commur\ity  Center 
In  the  90s,  the  house  came  on  the  market  and  was  sold  "as  is," 
and  the  new  owner  found  that  furnishings,  artifacts  and  various 
pictures  and  documents  had  all  been  left  in  the  building. 
Mr,  Alexander  operated  a  liquor  store,  as  evidenced  by  the  liquor 
licenses  tacked  to  beams  in  the  basement.  The  licenses'  place  of 
business  is  the  same  address  as  the  house,  and  as  the  basement 
has  a  very  wide  door  with  brick  paving  in  the  area  behind  it,  it 
would  appear  that  this  is  where  the  store  was  located.  Customers 
probably  entered  from  Harkness, 

Visiting  this  home  is  like  stepping  back  in  time.  The  house  and 
its  surrounding  brick  walk,  trees  and  shrubs  reflect  its  early  days, 
when  Cowden  Street  and  other  nearby  streets  were  still  dirt  roads, 
and  the  view  from  the  front  door  was  the  undeveloped  hillside 
that  would  one  day  be  part  of  McLaren  Park, 

On  Tioga  Avenue  is  another  fine  old  house,  once  occupied  by 
the  Pierce  family  The  house  was  built  in  1910,  and  the  Pierce 
family  bought  it  in  1917.  There  were  six  children,  and  Harry,  who 
was  bom  in  1914,  was  one  of  our  oral  historians  in  2003. 

Harry  described  what  living  on  the  hill  was  like,  "Tlie  meat  market 
was  down  on  Leiand  Avenue  and  Tony  was  the  delivery  boy.  He'd 
come  around  in  the  moming  and  take  an  order  and  then  deliver  in 
the  aftemoon.  I  remember  my  mother  saying  to  him,  'Tony,  give 
me  about  a  dollar  and  a  half  leg  of  mutton,'  No  lamb,  it  was  always 
mutton,  always  a  dollar  and  a  half  worth.  For  vegetables  and  fruit 
a  fellow  used  to  come  around  with  a  wagon,  I  remember  one  time 
she  decided  she  was  going  to  bottle  some  cherries  and  the  shjff 
generated  so  much  alcohol  it  blew  the  tops  off." 

The  house  had  no  heat  except  the  coal  and  wood-burning  stove 
in  the  kitchen,  so  it  was  very  cold  during  the  winter  Harry  said 
he  often  mused  about  how  hard  life  was  for  the  women  who 
cooked  and  cleaned  and  did  the  laundry  in  those  days. 

He  recalled  the  farms  located  over  the  hiU  in  what  is  now  McLaren 
Park.  One  of  the  farmers  would  let  Harry  sit  behind  the  horses 
when  the  wagon  was  hauling  grapes  to  the  farm  for  that  family's 
annual  grape  crushing  to  make  their  home-brewed  wine,  one  of 
the  young  boy's  proudest  moments. 

Two  of  the  Pierce  children  remained  in  the  Valley  when  they 
were  grov^.  Gladys  married  Glen  Kirkpatrick  and  lived  in  a  house 
on  Rutland  Street  near  Wilde.  She  was  an  active  member  of  St, 
James  Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years  where  she  filled  the 
jobs  of  church  treasurer  and' secretary  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Elwood  Pierce  married  Gladys  Casey  who  he  met  while  attending 
Tom  Taylor's  folk  dancing  class  at  the  Center.  He  worked  at 
Schlage  Lock  before  being  into  the  service  during  World  War  II, 
When  he  retumed  he  didn't  get  his  old  job  back,  he  was  put  in  a 
janitor  position.  So  he  went  back  to  school,  earned  his  teaching 
certificate  and  eventijally  taught  shop  at  Denman  Junior  High, 

The  Tioga  Street  home  is  much  as  it  was  originally,  although  one 
change  is  evident.  There  are  now  small,  aluminum-framed 
windows  under  the  peaked  roof  where  there  were  once  French 
doors.  It  was  from  those  open  French  doors  that  Harry  and  his 
brother  Elwood  sailed  their  sisters'  phonograph  records  out  across 
the  hillside  onto  the  future  Greenway. 

Next  month:  another  very  fine  old  home  on  Tioga. 
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...from  the  desk  of  the  VVBOOM  newsroom 

acoustK-folk  rocker  played  his  third  impressive 
set  in  Visitacion  Valley  this  year,  Including 
some  choice  original  cuts  and  a  couple  sing- 
along  cover  songs  that  left  the  aowd  buzz- 
ing. Up  next,  Visitaaon  Valley  native  Fran- 
cisco Aviles,  the  "Acoustic  Opera  Wamor^ 
Seated  listeners  to  his  personal  brand  of  clas- 
sical opera  and  vocaMolk.  Finally,  KDM  Jazz 
Group  closed  out  the  concert  witti  some  per- 
fectly placed  blue  note  jazz  while  managing 
to  thnDw  in  a  few  recognizable  holiday  favor- 
ites to  help  set  the  mood  It  was  the  perfect 
end  to  a  Holiday  Concert  that  didn1  back  down 
from  the  elements  Happy  New  Year! 

You  Heard  It  Here  First 

201 0  will  be  the  year  Leland  Avenue  is  intro- 
duced to  Kuk  Sool  Won.  The  Traditional  Ko- 
rean Marfial  Arts  are  headed  to  downtown 
Visitacion  Valley  as  Jorge  Liberona  is  set  to 
open  his  studio  'Pu  Sa  Bum  Nim'  in  the  beau- 
tiful new  189  Leland  Avenue  storefront  near 
Rutland  Street  With  a  grand  opening  tenta- 
tively scheduled  (or  late  February,  Jorge  will 
be  instructing  three  classes  in  the  evenings 
during  the  week  and  three  more  on  Saturday 
mornings  Martial  Arts  classes  are  available 
for  anyone  over  the  age  of  5  regardless  of 
expenence  from  beginners  to  blackbetts  Kuk 
Sool  Won  can  develop  your  strength,  quick- 
ness, balance,  timing,  flexibility  and  coordi- 
nation while  sharpening  your  concentraton, 
self-discipline  and  self-control.  Additonally 
practice  will  enhance  arculation  and  diges- 
bon  reduce  back  and  joint  pains,  aid  in  weight 
loss  and  positively  affect  all  aspects  of  your 
life  (www.kswnaustin  com/aboutksw/ 
helpMe.php). 

At  Pu  Sa  Bum  Nim  - 189  Leland  Avenue,  you'll 
be  taught  byone  of  the  best  As  chief  instnjctor 
and  owner  Jorge  began  training  in  Kuk  Sool 
Won  in  San  Francisco  in  1998 where  he  traned 
with  fylaster  Sun  JingSuh.  He  received  his  1st 
DegreeBlackBettin2001  Jorge  has  currently 
achieved  the  level  of  3rd  Degree  Black  Belt 
and  continues  his  training  under  the  guidance 
of  Master  Sun  Jing  Suh  Jorge  has  competed 
in  numerous  Kuk  Sool  Won  toumaments  both 
in  California  and  in  Texas's  International  Wortd 


by  Nick  Wolff 

Can't  Dampen  Our  Spirits 

On  a  day  where  there  was  100%  chance  of 
rain,  the  first  concert  in  a  series  of  live  shows 
at  the  Hans  Schiller  Plaza  in  downtown 
Visitacion  Valley  would  have  to  wait  for  an- 
other day,  So  leland  Avenue  Holiday  Con- 
cert in  the  Park'  organizers  went  to  plan  B. 
And  with  some  help  from  our  good  fnends  at 
theNayaritTaqueria(98  Leland  Avenue),  we 
were  able  to  transform  their  banquet  h^l  on 
the  oomer  of  Leland  Ave  and  Alpha  St  into  a 
festive  holiday  wonderiand  and  concert 
venue  In  the  spiritoftheholkJays.  the  Leland 
Avenue  business  community  joined  forces 


with  the  Visitaaon  Valley  Playground  (San 
Francisco  Rec  and  Paik  Dept ),  the  Visitaaon 
Valley  Famity  Community  Resource  Center 
(WFCRC)  and  WBOOM  to  pull  off  a  great 
holiday  concert  event 

Despite  periodic  downpours  throughout  the  af- 
temoon,  there  was  a  strong  showing  of  com- 
munity support  as  neighbors  came  out  to  listen 
to  some  great  live  music,  create  holiday  arts  and 
crafts  and  enpy  a  cup  of  hot  cocoa.  Many  kids 
(and  someadutls)lefttheeventwith  presents  in 
hand  as  three  adrvrty  stations  sparked  holiday 
creativtty  and  aided  those  bokjng  for  that  per- 
fect personal  gift  In  one  station,  volunteers 
helped  partopants  assemble  unique  wire-frame 
wreaths  with  pne  tree  branches  decorated  with 
nbbon,  bows,  holly  and  pine  cones.  Another  sta- 
tion offered  crafty  kids  the  chance  to  paint  their 
own  holiday  ornaments  thanks  to  a  generous 
donation  from  Beverty's  Fabric  &  Crafts  in  Daly 
City.  Finally,  for  those  looking  to  enjoy  their  final 
product  before  Ihey  left  there  was  gingerbread 
cookie  decorating  (donated  from  Whole  Foods, 
Portero  Hill),  including  plentiful  helpings  of  deB- 
oous  frosting  and  cups  of  hot  cocoa  to  wash  it 
down 

Did  I  mentton  the  top-notch  live  music^  There 
was  plenty  of  that  too  It  started  wilh  the  tal- 
ented and  always  entertaining  local  3-piece 
Sana  and  their  infectious  poppy-tropical-R&B- 
u  kulele  cohesion ,  Video  footage  of  their  set  can 
be  found  on  youtube.com  by  searching: 
"Visitacion  Valley  Holiday  Concert,  Just  a 
Fnend "  Next  on  stage  was  Paul  Filinson.  the 


Kuk  Sool  Won  Championship  competition  He 
won  the  California  Grand  Champion  in  2006 
and  2007  He  also  won  World  Grand  Cham- 
pion in  the  Texas  International  Woild  Grand 
Championships  in  2008.  Jorge  has  been 
teaching  the  Art  of  Kuk  Sool  Won  since  2001 
in  San  Francisco  and  had  the  pleasure  of 
teaching  at  the  Kuk  Sool  Won  in  Half  Moon 
Bay  under  SBN  Paul  Cannody 
Interested  in  learning  more  about  this  com- 
prehensive Korean  Martal  Art  Fomi''  A  his- 
tory of  Kuk  Sool  Won  can  be  found  at 
www.kuksoolwon.com/site/history  A  short 
video  explaining  the  ins  and  outs  can  be  found 
at:  www-kswoflherivervalleycom/about 


Who's  Next? 

You've  seen  downtown  Visitaaon  Valley 
make  impressive  stndes  of  late  and  there  are 
still  great  opportunibes  to  open  restaurants, 
coffee  shops,  retail  stores  or  businesses  in 
this  convenient  location  -  dose  to  a  diverse 
business  dIsthcL  shopping,  restaurants,  with 
easy  freeway  access.  Check  these  out 

•15  Leland  Avenue:  1,200  square  feet  of 
commercial  storefront  available,  close  to 
Bayshore  Blvd.,  $2400/month  Call  415/ 
681 491 7  to  schedule  a  showing. 

•91  &  93  Leland  Avenue:  2,000  square  feet 
of  commeraal  space  available,  $  1 800/month. 
Call415/308.6900  for  more  infonriatKxi 


Child  Care  Center  in  Your  Neighborhood 


Serving  the  Needs  of  Children  2  to  5  Years 
Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Snacks  Served  Daily 

Potty  Training 
Quality  Teachers  with  Years  of  Experience 


Applications  Are  Now  Being  Accepted! 

Conne  and  Hear  About  the  Exciting 
Learning  Opportunities  for  Your  Child! 

1st  Place  to  Start 
1252  Sunnydale  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-2659 

For  More  Information,  Please  Contact 
Sandra  Davis,  Executive  Director  at  (415)  333-2659 
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'  r  rxi*^^^        around  the 

JOe  LSIdDu  neighborhood 

"•Billboards:  In  2002,  SF  Voters  approved  Prop  G  that  would  limit 
and  regulate  billboards  within  the  City.  Seven  years  later.  The  San 
Francisco  Planning  Department  has  just  completed  a  surey  and 
inspection  o\  every  billboard  in  the  City.  In  Visitacion  Valley,  two 
were  were  found  to  need  further  attention.  At  2233  Geneva  "Clear 
channel  outdoor  will  remove  the  (2)  6'xl2'  jr  panels  to  comply 
with  the  n.o.r."  At  445  Visitacion  (the  castle  building,  also  has  the 
address  2509  Bayshore.  See  below),  the  owner  must  legalize  the 
freestanding  sign.  Legalization  may  be  simply  registering  it  with 
Uie  city.  Too  bad  the  massive  billboard  in  the  parking  lot  of  7-11 
was  not  deemed  illegal. . 

•Everyblockxofn:  Some  of  you  might  be  wondering  what  is  tlie 
source  of  JOE  Leland's  amazing  knowledge.  One  site  that  regularly 
provides  a  source  of  fascinating  information:  www.everyblodccom. 
Other  sources  will  remain  anonymous. 

•A  BIG  Deck:  While  surfing  the  above-cited  source,  this 
interesting  permit  was  uncovered:  October  16,  2009,  "Build  deck 
at  2509  Bayshore  Blvd. .2,135  sqfl  deck  (over  storage).,  using 
redwood  PT  fir  and  urethane  waterproofing..3  staricase  .fence 
below  with  gates."  Unless  this  is  a  typo,  a  2,1 35  sq  ft  deck  is  H  UGE. 

•Vis  Valley  Redevelopment  CAC:  CAC  stands  for  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee.  As  is  evident,  the  buildings  of  Schlage  Lock 
are  no  more.  The  next  phase  of  the  site's  development  process  will 
begin  very  soon  with  discussions  focused  upon  streets,  sidewalk, 
and  open  space  planning.  Tlie  developers  are  on  an  aggressive 
timeline  so  input  your  input  now  or  forever  hold  your  peace.  The 
CAC  regularly  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  6 
p.m„  401  Tunnel  Rd.  Sign  up  for  email/mail  notification  by 
contacting:  Tom  Evans,  Lead  Planner,  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency  (415)  749-2539,  Tom.Evans@sfgov.org, 
www.sfgov.org/sfra 

'For  Sale  -  For  Rent  The  real  estate  market  is  still  cool  in  Visitacion 
Valley  Outward  appearances  indicate  that  few,  if  any  of  the  Bayside 
Vista  townhomes  have  sold  (their  website  says  30%  sold)  since 
arriving  on  the  market  in  mid  2009.  New  construction  continues 
at  Candlestick  Cove,  but  few  lights  are  on  in  the  evening  hours.  Is 
anyone  living  there?  The  newest  addition  to  the  neighborhood: 
the  5  unit  condo  building  at  21 89  Bayshore  Blvd.  went  from  "for 
sale"  to  "for  rent"  with  rents  staring  around  S2,500  for  a  three 
bedroom.  Also  for  rent,  the  110  "luxury"  apartments  of  The  Ashton 
in  Candlestick  Cove.  Two  bedroom  units  start  at  $2,900. 

■Zen  Quote  of  the  Month:  You  may  find  that  having  is  not  so  pleasing 
a  thing  as  wanting.  This  is  not  logical,  but  it  is  often  true.  -Spock 
^   _^  :  J 


San  Francisco  Ehimp  Artist  in  Residence  Program  Exhibition 


Burton  Bulletins 

Burton  Student  Goes  to 
Copenhagen  Conference 

Burton  student  Gier  Hernandez, 
along  with  thousands  of  others 
from  around  the  world,  went  to 
Copenhagen,  Denmark  to  discuss 
climate  change  as  they  took  part 
in  a  youth  delegation  to  the  15th 
session  to  the  United  Nations 
Framework  Convention  on  Cli- 
mate Change. 

"As  part  of  the  next  generation, 
it  is  critical  that  they  join  the  thou- 
sands of  youth  from  around  the 
world  in  Copenhagen  to  urge 
world  leaders  to  come  to  a  just 
agreement  that  secures  their  fu- 
ture from  the  dangers  of  climate 
change,"  says  Ellen  Choy,  Youth 
Engagement  Coordinator  for  the 
Environmental  Service  Learning 
Inihative(ESLl). 

Gier,  a  member  of  Burton's  class 
of  2010,  is  originally  from  the 
Philippines. 


Open  House  for  Students 

Prospective  students  and  fami- 
lies to  Burton  High  School  can 
meet  with  school  administration, 
teachers,  staff,  counselors  and 
support  staff  during  an  Open 
House  on  Thursday  Jan.  7  from 
6  to  7:30  p.m. 

It's  a  great  opportunity  to  learn 
about  the  many  community-  re- 
sources for  Burton  families  and 
students  and  find  out  about 
Burton's  five  academies,  includ- 
ing an  innovative  new  9th  Grade 
Academy  designed  to  help  stu- 
dents get  a  great  start  in  high 
school. 

There  will  be  an  Educational 
Placement  Center  representative 
to  help  complete  and  deliver  an 
SFUSD  application,  along  with 
translation  in  Spanish,  Chinese, 
Filipino  and  Samoan. 

Free  childcare  will  be  provided  on 
site  by  Burton  students.  A  raffle 
with  prizes  unll  take  place  at  the 
end  of  the  night 


Church 
of  the 
Visitacion  ^T\^ 

Roman  Catholic  (1907) 

Over  a  Century  in  Visitacion  Valley 


Daily  Masses 
(Mon-Fri)  7  a.m.  &  5:30  p.m. 

Sunday  Masses 

8  6f9:30am,  (11  a.m.  Spanish) 
12:30  &  4  p.m. 


Saturday  Masses 
7:30  a.m.  &  4  p.m. 

Our  Lady  of  Visitacion  School 
(iradesK-8 
239-7840 


Religious  Education:  Grades  K-8  (Saturday  only)  595-1 670 

Come,  Let  us  worship  together! 

655  Sunnydale  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134-2838 
(415)  494-5517,  Fax  494-5513 

Rev.  Rafael  de  Avila  y  Romero.  Administrator  Pro  Tern 
Rev.  Thuan  V.  Hoang.  Parochial  Vicar 


Recology  San  Frandsco,  formerly  closely  examineourselves  and  our 
SF  Recycling  &  Disposal,  Inc.,  will  own  impact  on  that  environ- 
haveatwo-dayartexhibitionandre-  ment."  Her  precision  and  realis- 
ception  for  local  artists  Christina  ticdrawingstyledemandsthat  we 
Mazza  and  Erik  Otto.  take  a  closer  look  at  everyday  ob- 

The  exhibition  will  feature  two  jects.  By  highlighting  a  rope,  or  a 
separate  bodies  of  work  including  pile  of  shredded  paf>er,  Mazza  fo- 
drawings,  paintings,  and  installa-  cuses  on  fragility  and  the  indi- 
tions  inspired  by  and  created  out  of  vidual  beauty  of  objects  that  often 
salvaged  materials  found  during  go  unnoticed, 
each  artisis'  four-month  residency  at  To  accompany  her  drawings,  she 
San  Francisco's  city  dump.  also  produced  an  installation  and  a 

The  exhibition  will  take  place  on  short  collaborative  video  to  docu- 
Jan.  22  from  5  to  9  p.m.  and  Jan.  23  ment  her  memorable  experience  at 
from  1  to  5  p.m  at  303  Tunnel  Ave     the  Dump. 
Christina  Mazza,  Redemption    Erik  OttD,The  Last  Shall  Be  First 

A  focal  point  of  Christina  Mazza  s  A  Bay  Area  native,  Erik  Otto  stud- 
exhibition  is  a  large  mural  in  the  cen-  ied  illustration  and  animation  at  San 
ter  of  the  gallery  depicting  matted  JoseState University.  He iscommit- 
strips  of  white  packing  paper  recov-  ted  to  d  rawing,  painting,  and  con- 
ered  from  acollection  of  vintageChi-  structing  large  installations  using  a 
nese  lantem  boxes.  variety  of  materials  and  surfaces, 

Mazza  reproduced  her  findings  as  The  amount  of  material  available  to 
an  abstracted  pattern  on  the  wail.  Otto  during  his  four-month  resi- 
Along  with  her  mural,  Mazza  has  denc"y  at  the  Dump  was  both  stimu- 
focused  on  creating  intricate  draw-  lating  and  inspiring, 
ings  of  ropes,  cords,  and  twisted  In  his  exhibition.  The  Last  Shall 
metal.  Be  First,  Otto  calls  attention  to  ob- 

Usingfound  materials  for  her  can-  jects  and  materials  that  have  been 
vases,  Mazza  delighted  over  a  graf-  forgotten  and  disregarded.  He  in- 
fiti-marred  wooden  tabletop,  rusted  corporated  house  paint,  spray  paint, 
metal  cooking  trays,  and  vintage  stenciling,  collage  and  screen-print- 
book  jackets  as  exciting  surfaces  to  ing  in  his  artwork  and  through  his 
draw  and  paint  on.  creative  process,  regenerated  these 

Although  Mazza's  materials  vary,  materials,  turning  waste  into  art. 
everything  she  collected  during  her  Throu^  his  homage  to  trash.  Otto 
residency  offered  her  a  compelling  brings  new  spirit  to  old  things  and 
opportunity  to  work  with  texture,  reminds  us  that  thrown  away  and 
form,and  line.  Themes  of  rejection  forgottenitemscanbesalvagedand 
as  well  as  redemption  appear  remembered, 
throughout  her  work  as  she  ErikOttoconsidershimself  a  pro- 
searched  for  beauty  in  discarded  cessartistand often, duringtheact 
material.  In  regards  to  her  selection  of  scavenging  for  materials,  he  de- 
process  during  the  residency,  velops  his  ideas.  "1  meditate  and 
Mazza  remarked,  "every  rejected  develop  the  concepts  for  the  work 
item  I've  drawn  is  meant  to  be  I  am  about  to  create  largely  based 
closely  examined.  In  doing  so,  the  on  what  1  find.  1  often  leave  the  ini- 
discarded  object  is  acknowledged  tial  stages  of  my  work  open  and 
by  the  viewer  and  therefore  re-  uncertain  while  intuitively  work- 
deemed."  ing  out  a  resolution  that  will  de- 

Her  impeccable  drawings  are  cide  its  final  outcome  based  on  the 
completed  with  ballpoint  pen,  pen-  suggestive  qualities  of  the  medium 
cil,  or  gouache,  and  present  singu-  and  materials  at  hand." 
lar  objects  taken  out  of  context  from  His  artwork  and  installations  in- 
an  often  tangled  conglomerate  of  corporate  abstract  and  illustrative 
disposed  material.  In  regards  to  her  symbols  and  scenes  with  under- 
technique,  Mazza  stated,  "I  work  currentsof  destruction. Themesof 
witii  the  most  humble  and  basic  of  repetition,  beauty,  and  devastation 
implements.  Using  these  common  appeared  in  Otto's  work  prior  to 
tools,  1  create  sensitive,  exquisitely-  hjs  residency  and  continue  to  be 
detailed  and  somewhat  abstracted  central  threads  during  his  time  at 
works  that  not  only  cause  us  to  the  Dump.  Otto  has  only  grown 
look  al  the  environment  around  us  more  compelled  to  find  ways  of  vi- 
differently,  but  also  help  us  to  suallv  depicting  the  never-ending 

Composting  Class  at  Garden  for  the  Environment 


cycle  of  waste. 

The  Artist  in  Residence  Program 
at  Recology  San  Francisco  is  a  one- 
of-a-kind  program  started  in  1990 
to  encourage  people  to  conserve 
natural  resourcesand  instill  in  chil- 
dren and  adults  an  increased  ap- 
preciation for  the  environment  as 
well  as  art.  Over  80  professional 
Bay  Area  artists  have  completed 
residencies.  Applications  are  ac- 
cepted annually  (in  August)  from 
professional  Bay  Area  artists. 

[  Book  Review  ] 

Problem  Behaviors 

Bryan  Post's  latest  book,  The 
Great  Behavior  Breakdoion  (Post 
Publications,  $19.95),  offers  par- 
ents proven  formulas  for  handling 
problem  behaviors  in  children  — 
particularly  adopted  children 
who  may  have  experienced  trau- 
mas in  their  early  lives. 

The  book  is  divided  into  chap- 
ters that  deal  with  some  of  the 
most  common  behavioral  issues, 
like  lying  and  bedtime  problems, 
as  well  as  more  severe  behaviors 
like  self- mutilation  and  lack  of 
conscience. 

"1  have  worked  with  countless 
families  and  have  seen  these  formu- 
las work  wonders,"  says  Post,  Li- 
censed Clinical  Social  Worker  and 
Founder  and  CEO  of  the  Post  Insti- 
hjte  for  Family-Centered  Therapy 
based  in  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia. 
"Some  parents  have  tried  just  about 
everything  else  th  no  success,  and 
they're  amazed  that  these  strategies 
work  nearly  every  time." 

Posfs  strategies  are  based  on  the 
principles  of  attachment  parenting 
and  the  premise  tliat  all  negative 
behavior  is  a  result  of  stress  and 
fear,  which  is  called  the  "stress 
model."  When  parents  are  able  to 
relieve  the  stress  and  fear,  the 
child's  behavior  gradually  changes. 
In  some  cases,  the  behavior  may 
end  immediately. 

The  first  chapter  explains  the 
stress  model  and  other  aspetis  ui 
attachment  parenting.  Chapters  2 
through  12  focus  on  the  specific 
behaviors,  offering  stories  that 
show  parents  exactly  how  to  ap- 
ply each  formula  to  the  situations 
they  face  with  their  children  — 
whether  biological  or  adopted. 


Composting  Winter  can  be  a  great 
time  to  start  a  new  compost  pile  or 
to  jump  start  one  tliat  just  isn't  break- 
ing down. 

Join  Garden  For  the  Environment 
(7th  Avenue  at  Lawton  Street  for  a 
fun,  free  hands-on  workshop  h^om 
10  a.m.  to  12  noon  on  Saturday,  Jan. 
9  teaching  basic  methods  of  both 


backyard  and  worm  composting. 

Compost  is  a  rich  soil  amendment 
that  will  greatly  benefit  your  gar- 
den plants,  housepiants,  and  theen- 
vironment,  by  diverting  com- 
postable  material  from  the  landfill. 
Learn  how  to  turn  those  food  scraps 
or  fallen  leaves  into  "gardeners 
black  gold."  Rot  on! 


JOHN  W.  KING 
SENIOR  CENTER 

500  Raymond  Ave.  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Phone:  415.239.6233         Fax:  415.239.2262 

Nutritional  hot  lunches  served  Monday- 
Friday  from  12  to  1  p.m.  for  only  $1.50. 
Seniors  and  non-seniors  welcomed. 

The  Senior  Center  has  many  amenities,  including 
our  spacious  outdoor  courtyard.  We  offer  social 
activities  designed  to  keep  seniors  active  and 
information  designed  to  keep  them  informed. 

Paratransit  Service 
Arts  &  Crafts  Chair  Dancing 

Bingo  Yoga 
Computer  Center  Exercise  Center 

Weekly  Strength  &  Tone  Classes 

USDA  SUPPLEMENTAL  POOD  DISTRIBUTION  SFFE 
Weekly  food  bags  and  Monthly  food  boxes 


[Cooking  Comer 


spaghetti  Puttanesca 
With  Sausage 

8  ounces  brown  rice  gluten-tree 
spaghetti;  2  teaspoons  olive  oil;  1 
cup  chopped  onion;  4  cloves  gar- 
lic, thinly  sliced;  1  (28oz,)can  fire- 
roasted  crushed  tomatoes, 
undrained;  '/i  cup  coarsely 
chopped  pitted  Kalamata  olives; 
1  tablespoon  chopped  capers;  2 
teaspoons  anchovy  paste  or  2 
minced  anchovy  fillets;  Vi  tea- 
spoon crushed  red  pepper  flakes; 
1  (7  oz,)  package  Jones  All  Natu- 
ral Golden  Brown  Sausage  Links/ 
Patties,  sliced  or  cubed;  I  cup  (4 
oz,)  diced  fresh  mozzarella  cheese 
or  quartered  ciliegine  mozzarella 
balls;  W  cup  julienned  fresh  basil 
leaves. 

Cook  spaghetti  according  to 
package  directions.  Meanwhile, 
heat  oil  in  a  large  saucepan  over 
medium  heat. 

Add  onion  and  garlic;  cook,  stir- 
ring occasionally,  6  to  8  minutes 
or  until  onion  is  tender. 

Add  tomatoes,  olives,  capers, 
anchovy  paste  and  pepper  flakes; 
bring  to  a  boil  over  high  heat.  Re- 
duce heat;  simmer  5  minutes. 

Stir  in  sausage;  simmer  5  min- 
utes. Drain  spaghetti;  transfer  to 
4  shallow  bowls. 

Stir  fresh  mozzarella  cheese  into 
sausage  mixture;  serve  over  spa- 
ghetti and  top  with  basil.  Makes  4 
servings  naps 


Grapevine  on  ttie  Web 

Read  current  and  past  stones  from 
ttie  Visrtacon  \^ley  Grapevine  at 
www  visvalleygrapevine  com 


Pollutants  While  Biking? 

Dear  EarthTalk:  I  ride  my  bike  to 
work  along  busy  urban  streets. 
Should  I  be  worried  about  inhaling 
pollutants  from  vehicle  emissions 
and  other  sources?  -J,  Kaufman,  S.F. 

Aside  from  the  obvious  physical 
safety  considerations  {especially 
when  talking  on  a  cell  phone!),  bik- 
ing on  highly  trafficked  roads  ex- 
ptxses  riders  to  considerable  amounts 
of  fine  particles,  nitrogen  dioxide  and 
volatile  organic  compounds  spew- 
ing out  of  tailpipes. 

The  short  answ&r  is,  yes,  probably 
Cars,  trucks  and  buses  emit  consid- 
erable amounts  of  airborne  pollu  tion 
as  they  make  their  ways  along  dty 
streets  and  highways.  The  fine  par- 
tides,  nitrogen  dioxide  and  volatile 
organic  compounds  (VOCs)  spew- 
ing out  of  tailpipes  have  been  linked 
to  a  wide  range  of  human  health 
problems,  h  orn  headaches  to  respi- 
ratory illness  to  cancer  Though  Aus- 
tralian researchers  found  that  expo- 
sure to  these  pollutants  is  actually 
higher  while  riding  inside  a  vehicle 
than  while  riding  a  bike,  turning 
your  handlebars  in  the  direction  of 
back  roads  might  still  be  a  good  idea, 
for  safety's  sake  as  well. 

Western  Washington  University 
Geophysidsl  Bemie  Housen,  con- 
cerned about  the  air  quality  on  his 
own  bic^'cle  commute  along  busy 
Bellingham  roads,  recently  launched 
a  study  of  the  magnetism  in  local 
trees  to  gauge  air  quality  along  his 
route  and  elsewhere  in  his  region. 
The  magnetism  in  a  tree's  leaves  is 
created  by  tiny  partides  of  iron  ox- 
ides and  other  pollutants  that  drift 
tlirougli  the  air,  emanating  primarily 
from  eroding  vehide  broke  pads  and 
diesel  exhaust.  The  particles  are 
small  enough  to  pass  through  our 
nasal  passages  and  get  lodged  in  our 
lungs.  Housen  and  his  colleagues 
found  1 0  times  as  much  magnetism 
on  urban  roadside  tree  leaves  as  on 
their  rural  counterparts  thatcon  tend 
with  little  traffic 

Housen  has  also  altered  his  own 
bike  route  to  campus  to  avoid  the 
more  polluted  thoroughfares.  "One 
underlying  concem  is  that  if  you  a  tv 
riding  your  bike,  you  are  being  more 
physically  active;  you  are  breathing 
deeper  and  breathing  more  air  in, 
and  so  if  you  are  doing  that  in  an 
area  where  there  is  a  concenti-ati^i 
elevation  of  this  material  it  might  nc  >t 
be  sudi  a  good  thing,"  he  added. 

Ironically  many  dties  that  offer 
dedicated  bike  lanes  often  lay  them 
out  right  next  to  busy  bus  lanes,  un- 
intentionally ensuring  that  bicyclists 
breathe  in  asmuch  diese!  exhaust  as 
possible.  "I  ride  along  one  of  these 
high-traffic  bus  routes,"  Housen 
says,  "and , . .  there  was  between  two 
and  five  or  six  times  more  magnetic 
fine  particulate  matter  along  the  bus 

(  Grapevine  Classified  ] 

WCC  BOARD  MEETINGS:  Vsltaoon  Valley 
Community  Cenlef  (WCC)  regular  monttily 
Board  meetings,  held  the  4ih  "Riursday  of  each 
month  at  6  p  m ,  except  Decemtjer  and  May,  are 
openiothepublic  Board  memtjefs  are  selected 
by  the  mem-bers  ot  the  community  center  with 
dues  currenUy  paid,  at  Ihe  Annual  Membership 
meebng  held  the  3rd  Saturday  in  May  each  year 
Any  vacanaes  that  occur  on  the  Board  due  to 
uncompleted  3-year  lemis  of  membership  are 
filled  by  appotntmeni  of  the  remaining  Board 
members  Al  least  75%  ot  our  Board  members 
must  reside  m  Veitacion  Vdley  Persons 
interested  in  Board  membership  are  encour- 
aged lo  send  a  letter  of  interest  lo  Board  of 
Directors  Developmeni  Committee,  Visitaaon 
Valley  Community  Cenler,  50  Raymond 
Avenue,  San  Francsco,  CA  94 1 34  Please  let 
the  Board  know  what  you  could  contnbule  that 
will  enhance  and  improve  our  organeatran  tor 
better  service  to  our  community  You  will  be 
contacted  and  your  letter  will  be  submitted  to  the 
Board  for  consideration  al  either  the  next  Annual 
election  or  of  any  available  open  positons  lhal 
mqht  occur  within  the  coming  year 
GRAPEVINE  DISPLAY  ADVERTISWG:  new 
bmrtetHime  rates  Full  Page  $60. 1  /2  $33  75 
1/4Pa9e$1875, 1/8Pa9e$10.1/12Page$8,l/16 
Page  $6  Generous  dscouni  fcr  three  ot  more 
nseiliorts  Cal  (415)  467-9300  fa  rroe  detab 
C/ass/fied:  20wordstor$1  ExtralineSOcents 
Ad  and  payment  should  be  recerved  by  1 5th  of 
poor  month  at  Visilaaon  Valley  Grapevine,  50 
Raynwnd  Ave ,  San  Francsco.  CA  94134 


route  than  |on  less-busy  streets)." 
Housen  wouJd  like  to  expand  his 
research  so  it  could  be  used  by  ur- 
ban planners  to  better  design  bike 
and  [.x?destrian  routes  so  as  not  to 
intermingle  so  much  diesel  transit 
and  pedestrian/bicyde  traffic. 

Of  course,  thereare  other  ways  to 
track  urban  pollution  levels.  In  the 
UK,  for  instana*,  researchers  from 
the  government-handed  Engineer- 
ing and  Physical  Sdences  Research 
Council  have  created  tlie  Urban  Pol- 
lution Monitoring  Project,  which 
builds  and  distributesGPS-enabled 
mobile  pollution  sensing  systems 
that  can  be  carried  by  hand  or 
placed  on  a  bike  rack.  The  group  is 
using  data  gleaned  from  the  sensors 
to  map  where  and  when  pollution 
levels  are  at  their  highest  around 
Lx>ndon  and  other  UK  dties,  and 
hopes  to  use  its  research  lo  influ- 
ence the  way  roads  and  urban  ar- 
eas are  planned  in  the  future  as  well. 

Those  who  want  or  need  to  keep 
on  riding  through  polluted  areas 
should  consider  wearing  an  anti- 
pollution respiratory  mask,  many  of 
which  can  filter  out  upwards  of  95 
percent  of  particulate  pollution  be- 
fore it  enters  the  human  lung.  Some 
leading  manufacturers  include 
Totobobo,  G-Flow  and  Respro.Dear 
EarthTalk  What  is  the  stahjs  of  the 
hyena  in  the  wild?  Though  unloved 
by  many,  the  hyena  has  always 
struck  me  as  one  of  God's  survivors. 
-Jim  Reddoch,  Portland,  TX 

Among  the  most  intelligent  ani- 
mals on  Earth,  three  spedes  of  hy- 
enas still  roam  in  wilder  parts  of 
Africa  and  Asia.  Of  them,  the  stiiped 
hyena  and  the  brown  hyena  are  most 


at  risk.  Both  are  considered  "Near 
Threatened"  by  the  International 
Union  for  the  Conservation  of  Na- 
ture (lUCN),  which  maintains  a 
"Red  List"  of  at-risk  and  extind  spe- 
des around  the  world.  Hie  spotted 
hyena  is  doing  well  enough  to  be 
considered  of  "Least  Concem"  by 
lUCN,  but  its  population  is  also  de- 
clining primarily  due  to  habitat  loss. 

In  general,  hyenas  are  large, 
strong,  flesh-eating  animals  that 
hunt  a  wide  range  of  prey  but 
mostly  feed  on  carrion  (the  Idlls  of 
other  predators).  They  most  closely 
resemble  dogs  but  are  in  fad  more 
closely  related  to  cats.  When  full- 
grown,  hyenas  range  from  about  3 
1/2  to  5  1/2  feet  long  and  weigh  be- 
tween 75  and  175  pwunds.  Consid- 
ered as  smart  as  some  primates, 
hyenas  work  in  teams  to  hunt  ze- 
bras and  wildebeests.  They  commu- 
nicate through  a  series  of  yells  and 
growls,  and  their  cries  resemble 
human  lau^ter. 

The  striped  hyena  roams  a  very 
large,  patchy  range  stretching  from 
northem  Africa  through  the  Middle 
East  to  India.  Biologists  estimate  that 
only  5,000  to  14,0(30  individuals  ex- 
ist today  in  the  wild.  According  to 
the  lUCN,  major  reasons  for  the  ani- 
mals' dedineindudepersecution  (es- 
pedally  poisoning)  by  humans,  de- 
creasing sources  of  carrion  due  to 
dedines  in  the  populations  of  other 
large  camivores  (wolves,  cheetahs, 
leopards,  lions  and  tigers)  and  their 
prey,  and  changes  in  livestock  prac- 
tices. "Humaris  are  consistently  in- 
dicated as  the  major  source  of 
mortality. .  .largely  because  the  fhy- 
enal  is  loathed  as  a  grave  robber,  and 


because  of  inddents  of  damage  to 
agriculture. .  .and  livestock,"  reports 
the  lUCN.  Also  taking  a  toll  is  illegal 
hunting  for  striped  hyena  skins  and 
body  parts  for  use  in  traditional 
medicine. 

Meanwhile,  only  5,000  to  8,000 
Brown  hyenas  today  roam  parts  of 
sub-Saharan  Africa.  The  brown  hy- 
ena is  relatively  safe  in  protected  ar- 
eas, but  dashes  with  humans  else- 
where have  taken  their  toll.  The 
lUCN  reports  that  negative  atti- 
tudes toward  brown  hyenas  prevail 
across  South  Africa  and  elsewhere, 
with  many  ranchers  and  farmers 
shooting,  poisoning,  trapping  and 
hunting  them  with  dogs.  The  UK- 
based  Predator  Conservation  Trust 
has  established  the  Brown  Hyena 
Research  Projed  to  help  form  strat- 
egies to  promote  the  long-term  sur- 
vival of  the  spedes  and  its  southern 
Africa  habitat. 

As  many  as  47,000  spotted  hyenas 
live  in  sub-Saharan  Africa.  They  suf- 
fer similar  forms  of  persecution  as 
other  hyenas  but  have  fared  better 
due  to  their  ability  to  adapt  to  life  in 
proximity  to  humans. 

The  lUCN's  Hyena  Specialist 
Group  focuses  on  developing  hy- 
ena conservation  strategies  world- 
wide through  integrated  research 
and  public  education  to  change  at- 
titudes toward  these  much  ma- 
ligned animals.  Conservationists 
underscore  the  importance  of  pre- 
serving hyenas  because,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  we  can  learn  much 
from  them.  For  one,  hyenas  possess 
unique  immune  systems  that  allow 
them  to  withstand  diseases  that  kill 
other  animals.  "Only  if  hyenas  are 
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available  to  Study  will  webeableto 
unravel  the  mysteries  of  their  im- 
mune resporises,"  reports  lUCN. 

Saturdays  are  Special 
At  Randall  Museum 

The  I^andall  Museum  offers  drop- 
ia  hands-on  art  and  sdence  work- 
shopseverySdhJrday  from  1  to4p.m. 
at  199  Museum  Way  (off  R{x>sevelt, 
above  theCasti-o).  Workshopsare$3 
per  diild;  $5  for  a  paroit  and  diild 
combo.  All  kidsunderSmustbewith 
a  paying  adulL  CaU  554-9600  for  fur- 
ther information. 

Jari.  2:  Leam  about  the  fasdnating 
habits  and  diet  of  owls  through  owl 
pellet  dissection. 

jan.  9:  Leam  to  make,  then  deco- 
rate several  paper  airplanes  in  cel- 
ebration of  upcoming  Amelia 
Earhart  Day. 

Jan.  16;  Dip  into  the  art  of 
printmaking  with  bold  and  in- 
stantly gratifying  monoprints. 

Jan.  23:  Sculpt  your  own  clay  bird 
with  feather  wings  and  beaded 
eyes. 

Jan.  30:  Let  the  underwater  world 
of  jellies,  otters  and  kelp  inspire  you 
as  you  impress  an  Embossed  Alu- 
minum Foil  Seascape. 

Other  regular  Saturday  activities 
include: 

"Morning  Family  Ceramics  from 
10  to  11:30  a.m.  ($5  per  person 
workshop  fee) 

*Meet  the  Animals  from  11:15a.m. 
to  12  noon. 

*Animal  Feeding  at  12  noon. 
*Golden  Gate  Model  Railroad 
Club  Exhibit  from  11  a.m.to4p.m. 


TW  AUTOMOTIVE 


COMPLETE  AUTO 
REPAIR  &  MUFFLER 


*  Foreign  &  Domestic 

*  Brake  Service 

*  Engine  Transmission 

*  Fuel  Injection 

*  Electrical  Service 

*  Insurance  Work 
Welcome 

*  Air  Conditioning 


*  Tune-up 

*  Muffler  &  Pipes 

*  Catalytic  Converter 

*  Performance 
Dual  Exhaust 

*  Custom  Bending 


7^. 


/ 


// 


415-585-8281 

2500  Bayshore  Blvd. 
San  Francisco,  Ca.  94134 
(Corner  of  Bayshore  &  VIsitaclon) 
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Visitacion  Valley 
Police  Report 


Police  Cases 

•OnNov  20  al  10  22pm  on  the  1800  block 
of  Geneva  Avenue,  oflicefs  me  on  patrol 
whffi  ttiey  saw  thd  a  Dafy  City  Pobce  unit  had 
a  car  pulled  over  i  n  S  F  The  officers  responded 
toasasl  The  DCPDoffioer  had  pulled  the  driver 
over  fty  a  violation  An  offioef  asked  the  dnver 
far  his  name  and  found  lhat  it  was  dfferent 
from  the  one  he  gave  the  OCPD  officer  The 
officers  discovered  that  the  suspect  had  a 
warani  for  $5,000  TTie  suspect  was  arrested 
and  booked  on  the  warrant 

*Onfgov21at410am  on  the  200  block  of 
Btythdale  Avenue,  officers  v«e  sent  to  inves- 
tigate a  vertalli^t  The  victim  tddlhe  officers 
that  the  known  suspect  had  come  into  her 
house  and  would  not  leave  The  officers  found 
the  suspect  and  condLJCted  an  investigation 
The  suspect  was  intowcated  and  very  agitated 
The  officers  asked  tfie  suspect  to  settle  dcwn 
or^  to  have  the  suspect  turn  aid  tell  the  officer 
that  he  was  not  gong  to  cooperate  After  sev- 
eral tries,  the  officers  had  to  handcuff  the  sus- 
pect The  officers  then  seartJied  the  suspect 
and  found  that  he  had  drugs  m  his  pocket  The 
suspect  was  placed  under  arrest  for  the  drugs 
and  delaying  the  arrest  Al  9  25  p-m  on  the 
600  bkxk  of  Velasco  Avenue,  officers  were 
sent  to  investigate  a  call  of  shots  fired  The 
officers  located  a  vifltness  that  toW  them  that 
they  heard  the  shots  tjut  dd  not  see  anything 
The  oflicers  located  empty  bullet  casmgs  and 
relneved  then  as  evidence 

•Cn  New  22  at  6  a  m  on  the  1800  bock  of 
Geneva  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  investi- 
gate an  assault  case  The  victim  told  the  offic- 
ers that  the  know^i  suspect  attempted  to  push 
her  down  the  stars  then  pulled  that  vKim  by 
the  har  The  suspect  then  sat  and  waited  for 
thepofice  Thesuspecttddadiflerentaccounl 
oftheincident  The  suspect  was  arrested  and 
booked  At  11 09  p.m  on  the  200  btock  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  me  sent  to  in- 
vesDgale  a  cad  of  shots  being  fired  The  wit- 
ness told  the  officer  that  Ihey  vieredriving  w*)en 
they  observed  a  person  in  a  ca'  pull  a  gun  out 
the  window  pant  up  and  fifed  several  shots 
The  oflicers  searched  the  area  tor  the  ca"  with 
negative  results  but  were  able  to  tocate  the 
emptycasings  . 

•On  Nov,  23  al  12  noon  on  the  1800  bkxk  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  a  Police  Services  aide 
prepared  a  reporl  regarding  an  ID  Ihefl  The 
victim  tok)  the  PSA  that  she  ciscovered  that 
someone  in  Southern  Calftomia  has  been  us- 
ing her  personal  intormation  The  victim  staled 
that  she  did  not  know  who  (he  suspect  oould 
be  a  how  they  obtaned  her  infomation 

•On  Nov  24  at  10  30a  m  on  the  1000  btock 
of  Girard  Street  officers  were  sent  to  investi- 
gate a  burglary  The  victim  told  the  officers  that 
she  left  home  only  to  discover  that  a  suspect 
had  broken  in  the  back  door  The  victim  also 
sad  that  she  got  home  she  observed  a 
bag  of  her  property  bang  thfwm  over  her  fence: 
then  the  suspect  followed  The  suspect  knew 
that  (he  victim  was  home  so  he  ran  The  offic- 
ers searched  the  area  and  the  home  wth  nega- 
tive results  CSI  was  notified  At  3  54  pm  on 
the  1700  btock  of  Sunnydafe  Avenue,  officers 
were  on  foot  patrol  ^Mien  they  observed  a  sii> 
lect  they  had  dealings  w#i  in  Ihe  past  and  re- 
quested nfamiaton  The  officers  learned  that 
the  subject  has  a  Slay  Away  court  order  for 
that  area  The  officers  attenpted  to  stop  the 
suspBd  The  suspect  knew  that  he  has  the 
court  order  so  he  began  to  nn  The  suspect 
continued  to  run  to  no  arail  The  officers  broad- 
cast the  foot  chase  to  other  units  were 
resporxing  to  assist  The  avenue  of  escape 
was  ctosed  to  the  point  the  suspect  was  taken 
into  custody  The  suspect  was  not  happy,  so 
on  his  way  to  the  stcdon  to  be  booked  he  de- 
cided to  threden  Ihe  officers  lhat  arested  hm 
New  the  suspect  woid  be  charged  with  an- 
other felony  Al  5 1 7  p  m  at  Santos  Street  and 
Btylhdale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  inves- 
ti^anassauttcase  The  victim  told  the  offic- 
ers that  she  was  on  the  street  vitfien  the  known 
suspect  stacked  her  because  of  an  acquan- 
tanoeof  hers  The  suspect  then  fled  At  555 
p/n  £i  Fefton  and  Hotycke  streets,  an  oflioer 
responded  to  a  call  regardng  a  robbery  The 
officer  met  wrth  and  spoke  to  the  victim  who 
staled  that  he  had  been  wslkng  on  Felton  and 
l-lalyoke  vUien  he  was  approach  by  two  ifv 
known  subjects  vrfio  tokJ  the  victim,  "Woney, 
money.  ^  me  moriey  I  ha«  a  gui "  The 
vcftm  sav  a  gun  panted  at  hm  and  gawe  the 
suspect  money  and  his  eel  phone  The  sus- 
pect Hed  the  area  after  Ihe  robbery  The  vic- 
tm  was  not  mjUEd  dumg  the  incident  At  9 
p.m  on  the  100  block  of  Btythdale  Avenue,  a 
Poice  Services  ade  prepared  a  report  regad- 
ing  a  vandalism  case  The  victm  told  the  PSft 
that  he  parked  his  car  in  a  parking  lol  only  to 
dBcover  that  someone  had  denied  one  of  his 


doors  No  suspects  were  observed  Al  10O5 
pm  on  the  500  btock  of  Carter  Street  officers 
were  sent  to  investigate  a  fi^l  The  victim  toW 
the  officers  that  she  was  Involved  in  an  argu- 
ment with  the  suspect  The  suspect  became 
aigry  and  grabbed  the  victim  by  Ihe  neck  and 
strangled  her  The  suspect  let  go  but  contin- 
ued the  verbal  assault  The  suspect  was  taken 

into  custody  and  booked 

■On  Nov  25  at  150  am  on  the  1900  btock 
of  Geneva  Avenue,  officers  woe  dspalched 
to  the  report  of  an  assault  The  officers  arrived 
white  the  victim  was  bemg  beated  by  medks 
A  witness  at  Ihe  scene  said  that  he  head  the 
victim  yelling,  so  he  looked  out  of  his  house 
window  The  witness  then  saw  the  victim  be- 
ing assaulted  by  the  suspect  v/io  then  fled 
the  scaie  At  8 18  p  m  on  the  400  bock  of 
Campbell  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  Ihe 
report  of  a  burglary  The  victim  said  that  he  teft 
htshomeealierintheday  When  he  returned, 
he  found  that  his  door  was  damaged  and  qa 
He  noticed  that  se^  items  me  missmg 
from  hs  home,  including  his  laptop 

•On  Nov  26  at  2  20  am  on  the  200  block  of 
Raynxjnd  Avenue,  officers  me  woriong  in 
plan  dothes  when  they  responded  to  a  report 
of  a  robbery  They  met  with  the  victim  w^ 
sad  that  he  was  wal  king  down  the  street  vrfien 
he  was  approached  by  a  ca  wilh  several  sus- 
pects m  It  The  vctim  tett  suspoous  so  he  Ined 
to  enter  his  fanfly  member's  neaby  residence 
to  get  away  from  the  situation  The  suspects 
got  to  the  victim  before  he  could  go  inside  and 
a  fight  enjpted  w*ien  the  suspects  proJuced  a 
gun  and  attempted  to  rob  him .  A  description  of 
the  suspects  was  broadcast  to  other  units  in 
the  aty  A  Southern  Station  unit  located  the 
suspect  ca  and  detaned  the  occupants  wlio 
were  later  identified  as  the  suspects  Four 
peopte  in  all  were  arrested  and  charged  with 
robbery  At  2:20  pm  at  fylansell  Street  aid 
\/isitacion  Avenue,  a  police  sergeant  re- 
sponded to  a  report  of  a  theft  The  vicfim  sad 
thai  she  vtas  using  her  laptop  computer  on 
the  29  Line  Mum  bus  Two  males  then  ap- 
proached the  door  of  the  bus  as  it  stopped, 
and  stayed  there  while  another  male  took  the 
laptop  from  the  victim  .  AJI  of  the  suspects  then 
exited  the  bus  and  fted  the  scene 

*0n  Nov.  27  at  727  a  m.  on  the  1 00  btock  of 
Tioga  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  report 
of  a  burglary  The  victim  told  the  officers  that 
on  the  day  before  he  and  his  family  woke  up 
to  find  that  hts  residence  had  been  burgla- 
ized  Themissingitemsindudedacellphone, 
wallet  and  cash 

•On  Nov  29  at  7  03  am  on  the  unit  block  of 
Btythdale  Avenue,  officers  me  dspatohed  to 
a  report  of  vandalism  The  victim  sad  that  he 
was  asleep  when  he  awoke  to  the  sound  of 
hlsex-wifeyellingoutsidehishouse  Thesus- 
pect  demaided  entry  into  the  home  and  threat- 
ened to  break  a  window  if  she  was  not  tet  in 
Before  Ihe  victim  could  act  he  heard  Ihe  crash- 
ing sound  of  a  window  being  broken  and 
tooked  to  see  his  ex-w^fe  (top  a  rock  and  walk 
away  At1.28p.m  on  the  600  btock  of  Saw- 
yer Street  offioers  were  on  patrol  wtfien  they 
were  approached  by  a  man  v*io  sad  he  had 
heard  gun  shots  ealer  in  the  morning  The 
man  also  sad  that  there  was  a  bullet  hole  on 
thesKteofhisvehcte  The  officers  were  ade 
to  tocate  bullet  fragrnents  and  document  Ihe 
incident  No  other  witnesses  were  a/alable. 
At  140pm  at  Crocker  Amazon  l^layground, 
an  officer  was  (Sspathed  to  the  report  of  a 
mar  exposing  himself  to  a  juvenite  A  youig 


girl  was  walking  through  the  park  vrfien  she 
passed  by  the  suspect  who  had  exposed  him- 
selttoher  The  suspect  Ited  Ihe  scene  wtien  the 
girl's  mother  chased  alter  him  after  being  in- 
formed of  the  incident 

•On  Nov  30  al  9  22  a  m  on  the  200  btock  of 
Leland  Avenue,  an  officer  responded  to  a  re- 
portofaburglay  The  victim  sad  that  he  tocked 
hs  tods  up  at  a  construction  site  When  he  re- 
turned, he  found  that  the  contaner  in  which  they 
werestoredhadbeenbrokeninto  Severaltods 
were  missing  from  inside  Ihe  contaner  At  1 04 
pm  on  the  3500  btock  of  San  Bruno  Avenue, 
officers  were  dispatched  to  a  report  of  a  bur- 
glary The  victim  sad  that  he  left  his  business 
secure  and  locked  on  Nov  28  When  he  re- 
turned, he  found  that  someone  had  broken  into 
the  shop  and  stole  a  TV  and  vanous  work-re- 
lated tods  At  2  06pm  on  Ihe  unit  btock  of  Heri- 
tage Avenue,  officers  responded  to  the  report  of 
a  burglary  m  progress  Upon  thar  anrval,  they 
found  three  suspects  w^  were  dimbing  over 
thefenceofthevidimsresidence  Thesuspeds 
saw  the  pdice  and  attempted  to  run  Onesus- 
ped  was  caught  immedatety  and  Ihe  other  tw3 
were  caught  after  a  foot  chase  Officers  at  the 
scene  located  numerous  pieces  c^  stoten  prop- 
erty and  were  abte  to  tocate  the  owner  of  the 
residence  In  all  over  $7,200  wrth  of  property 
vras  recovered  The  suspects  were  all  booked 
kx  numerous  charges  induding  burglary,  pos- 
session of  stoten  property,  conspracy,  and  re- 
setmgareslAtlOOSpm  pn  the  1700  blodt 
of  SunnydateAvenue.  an  officer  was  dspathed 
to  a  report  of  a  theft  The  vcfim  sad  that  a  few 
minutes  eater  she  had  seen  the  hood  to  her 
ca"open  She  then  saw  a  man  walk  away  ftom 
her  ca-wth  the  car's  battery  She  then  disoov- 
ered  that  her  driver's  side  wndow  was  broken 

*0n  Dec.  1  at  1  38  p.m  on  the  unit  block  of 
BIythdate  Avenue,  officers  were  dspathed  to 
the  report  of  a  burglary  The  victim  sad  he  re- 
turned home  to  find  that  the  rea  wndow  to  her 
residence  had  been  broken  and  the  back  door 
of  her  residence  was  open  The  victim  was  un- 
abte  to  say  immedalety  what  had  been  taken 
At  246  p.m  obtheunrtbtod^of  Btythdale  Av- 
enue, officers  were  responded  to  the  report  of  a 
burglary  The  victim  said  that  she  relumed  home 
to  find  that  her  fiont  doa  was  unkxked  She 
entered  the  house  and  discovered  that  the  rea 
windowof  her  house  had  been  smashed  iVliss- 
ing  was  several  pieces  of  lewelry  and  a  trom 
feather  tag  At  4.28  pm  on  the  200  bode  of 
Leland  Avenue,  officers  were  dspatdied  to  a 
report  of  a  found  gun.  The  reportee  sad  that 
diildren  who  were  insde  Visitaaon  Valley  Play- 
ground found  the  gun  inside  the  sandtxix.  The 
gun  was  fciaded  with  the  hammer  cocked  back 

•On Dec  2atir32pm  onthe1800btodtof 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  dspatched  to 
a  report  of  a  battery  The  victim  sad  that  she 
was  being  bothered  by  her  aunt  s  boyftiervj  and 
was  trying  to  g^  away  from  him  when  he  hit  her 
in  the  face  several  times 

'On  Dec  4  at  11 44  am  at  Bayshoe  Boute- 
vati  and  Highway  1 01 .  officers  were  patrolling 
the  area  of  Alemany/Bayshore,  when  nea  the 
freeway  entrance,  they  saw  a  male  driving  a 
vehde  One  officer  sad  he  knew  that  indwdual 
had  a  suspended  diver's  license  so  they  ef- 
fected a  traffic  stop  on  the  vehde  The  officer 
sad  that  as  he  approached  the  vehde,  the  ve- 
hde dove  away  at  a  high  rate  of  speed  Dueto 
the  fad  that  the  vehde  was  operating  m  a  reck- 
less manner,  they  dd  not  pursue  the  vehde 
They  prepared  an  incident  report  At  315  p  m 
on  the  400  btock  of  Raymond  Avenue,  an  of- 


ficer was  performing  unifonned  palrd  when  he 
went  tothe  school  on  Ihe400 btock  of  Raymond 
Avenue  The  officer  sad  lhat  he  observed  two 
students  sitting  in  chars  in  the  Counseling  Of- 
fice bang  spoken  to  by  an  addt  w^io  was  a 
Probation  Officer  for  one  of  the  students  The 
officer  sad  that  he  teft  the  office  and  returned  a 
short  time  later  and  the  Probation  Officer  pointed 
out  a  bag  of  ma^uana  that  was  on  ttie  ftoor 
nea  the  chars  w^ieng  the  two  students  had 
been  sitting  The  stodenls  denied  owning  the 
bgg  and  no  one  had  seen  anyone  put  rt  there 
The  officer  booked  the  suspeded  man]uana 

•OnDec  5at840am  on  the  unit  btock  of 
Btythdale  Avenue,  a  pdice  sergeant  was  on 
patrd  when  he  vras  flagged  down  by  the  vic- 
bmsofanautoboosCng  The  victims  sad  that 
ther  ca  was  undamaged,  but  an  IPod  and 
se*«ral  other  Items  were  missing  from  the  ca 

•OnDec  6at 2:12pm  onthelSOObkxkof 
Sunnydate  Avenue,  a  pdce  sergeant  was  in- 
side the  SunnydatePdice  Substation  when  he 
heard  a  posaWe  gunshot  outside  He  stepped 
outside  to  in  vestgate  when  he  heard  adcftional 
gunfire  nearby  The  pdce  sergeant  advised 
residents  to  get  inside  their  homes  and  there 
was  soon  gunfire  amed  m  his  dredion,  wflth 
shots  flying  by  him  and  landing  just  in  front  of 
him  The  pofioe  sergeant  was  hit  in  the  face 
and  teg  tjy  bultetfraynents  before  taking  cover 
inside  the  station  Numerous  units  re^xnded 
to  and  canvassed  the  area,  tocating  a  rifle  in  a 
backyard  A  second  gunshot  vicfim  was  later 
tocatedctSFGH  Ashort  white  later.an  anony- 
mous witness  then  heard  three  males  brag- 
ging to  each  other  about  having  shot  al  the 
pdce  The  three  were  taken  mto  custody  At  6 
p  m  on  the  2700  block  of  San  Bruno  Avenue, 
a  victim's  eledrx:  wheektiar  was  damaged  by 
an  unknowi  susped  who  cut  the  etedncd  wires 
bthecha  The  vidm  told  poice thsthehadcome 
homearound4pm  and  found  the  glass  part 
tothe  peep  hde  mssmg  and  tooth  picks  shoved 
in  the  deadbolt  lock  A  charger  far  the  wheel- 
char  was  the  only  item  taken  by  the  suspect 

•OnDec  7 at  10 57 am  onthe200blod<of 
BIylhdaie  Avenue,  officers  responded  to  a  re- 
ported fight  They  md  with  the  victim  who  said 
that  her  cousin  had  come  over  and  was  angry 
about  being  disrespected  at  a  dub  The  sus- 
ped  kcked  in  the  victim's  bedroom  door  and 
choked  her,  then  broke  numerous  things 
around  the  house 

•OnCtec  8at11;10am  onthe2500bkxkof 
Bayshore  Boutevard.  officers  were  paUdling 
the  Ing^eside  Distrid  when  they  werecfepetched 
to  the  2500  Btodt  of  Sayshore  Boutevard  re- 
gardng  a  mate  who  had  received  a  threaten- 
ir)g  phone  call  The  reporting  paty  tdd  them 
that  he  had  received  poor  service  fitxn  a  tow 
compaiy  dnver  He  sad  that  he  cailed  the  tow 
companytocomplantothemanager  Thevc- 
tim  sad  that  a  few  minutes  later  he  recerved  a 
phone  call  from  an  unknown  mate  making  a 
threat  tcwrard  him  The  victim  believed  that  the 
call  was  from  the  tow  truck  diver  The  victim 
stated  that  IS  he  not  in  fea  of  his  life  but  he 
wanted  a  pdce  report  to  document  the  ino- 
dent  At  2 15  pm  at  Alpha  Street  and  Arteta 
Avenue,  a  pdice  sergeant  was  assi^^  to  a 
Viotenoe  Reduction  Detail  in  the  Sunnydate 
area  m  uniform  on  a  malted  pdce  mdorcyde 
The  pdce  sergeant  was  stopped  at  the  comer 
ol  Aiteta  Avenue  and  Alpha  Street  w^  he 
saw  a  vehde  pass  by  with  the  passenger  not 
weanng  a  sealbelt  The  pdice  aergeant  effected 
atraliicstopforaseatoelt violation  Whiespeak- 
ing  with  the  dnver  of  the  vehide  ,  the  pdce  ser- 
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geani  smelted  a  strong  oda  of  mari|uana  The 
driver  achiitted  to  canying  some  marijuana 
Upon  running  a  check  on  the  drver's  name,  it 
was  dsoovered  that  he  was  on  parote  and  had 
a  suspended  driver's  6cense  The  diver  was 
cited  foir  drtving  Mth  a  suspended  license,  no 
proof  of  insurance,  sealbelt  vidabon  since  his 
passenger  was  under  18  and  possession  of 
maijuana  The  vehde  vrasttwed  A1648pm 
on  the  200  btock  of  Schwenn  Street  officers 
were  on  patrd  when  Ihey  were  dspathed  to 
the  200  btock  of  Schwann  on  the  report  of  a 
theft.  Upon  their  arrival,  they  were  tdd  by  the 
vdim  she  last  saw  her  son's  bcyde  in  thar 
fenced^n  backyard  When  she  n^med  ap- 
'proximately  three  hours  later,  Ihe  bicyde  was 
no  kxiger  there  Thegatetothebacicyardcan 
only  be  opened  from  inside  There  is  no  sus- 
pedinfiDonation  At6  56p.m  on  the  1500  block 
of  SunnydateAvenue,  an  officer  was  standing 
outside  his  pdce  ca  when  a  man  walked  by 
and  threatened  to  pull  out  a  gun  and  rob  him. 
The  susped  and  his  fnends  then  fted  the  area 
The  officer,  atong  with  other  dfcers,  were  ade 
to  locate  the  susped  and  arrest  him  fiar  threats 
against  a  pdce  officer 

•OnDec  9  at  609  am  officers  responded  to 
a  hospital  on  the  report  of  a  walk  in  shooting 
victim  The  officers  were  told  thd  the  shoding 
had  occurred  Ol  the  200  blodt  of  Hahn  Street 
Several  IngtesKte  officers  searched  the  area 
for  any  evidence  of  a  aime  scene  No  crime 
scene  was  established  The  shooting  vctim  was 
unatie  to  be  interviewed  due  to  the  fad  thd  he 
was  m  surgery  The  attending  physoan  tdd 
the  officers  that  the  vdlm  Was  in  stebte  cona- 
tion Thesuspecfsdescnptionisquiteminimal 
Race  unknown  for  bdh,  one  Is  6'0, 190  lbs 
last  seen  weanng  a  gray  sweater  Susped 
number  2  is  an  unkncwm  race  male.  6  0,  and 
240lbs.  weanng  a  black  hooded  sweatshirt  At 
12:45pm  oithelOObtod^dHahn  Street  an 
officer  wras  working  at  the  front  counter  at 
Ingteside  Station  when  he  was  approached  by 
an  indrviduai  reporting  a  fraud  being  commit- 
ted on  his  mother  That  rctvidual  sad  his  mother 
IS  being  cheated  out  d  iTKiney  A  person  who  IS 
known  to  his  mom  continuousty  asks  the  eld- 
erty  woman  fiDr  money  because  the  susped 
hasmadeherthinkthat  she  has  won  $150,000 
The  reportng  party  sad  that  his  mother  has 
dementia  and  does  not  think  very  ctearty  The 
reporting  party's  mother  has  been  assigied  a 
case  vwrker  by  Adult  Protective  Services 

•OnDec.  10  at  5,52  p.m  on  the  800  tto*  of 
Sunnydate  Avenue,  officers  were  patrolling  the 
Sunnydate  area  when  they  were  dspatched 
to  a  call  of  a  Ihefl  The  vdim  and  her  caretaker 
hadjust  arrived  home  The  susped  approached 
them  as  they  were  walking  into  the  house  The 
susped  toW  the  vdim  she  couW  refer  a  good 
gardener  The  victim  sad  the  susped  foltowed 
them  into  the  house  ccnfinuing  to  talk  Thevc- 
tm  put  her  purse  down  and  the  susped  teft 
soon  after  The  victim  redced  her  purse  had 
been  stoten  along  with  the  $800  inside 

•OnDec  llatl.lOpm  onthelOOUodtof 
Brookdate  Avenue,  an  officer  was  sent  to  in- 
vestigate a  report  of  a  verbal  fi^t  The  vctim 
tdd  the  officer  that  the  argument  was  over  rot- 
ten fiDod  in  her  room  The  victim  told  the  officer 
that  the  knwn  susped  was  upset  at  her  be- 
cause of  the  smell  and  made  an  overt  move 
towards  her  The  susped  tdd  the  officer  that 
he  did  indeed  make  lhat  move  towanjs  the 
victim  because  he  codd  no  tonger  put  up  w4i 
the  smell.  The  vctim  wanted  to  sign  a  citizen's 
arrest  The  susped  was  arested  and  cited 
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Police  Cases 

At  2  p  m  on  the  400  tiock  of  Raymond  Av- 
enue, an  officer  was  sent  to  investigate  a  re- 
ported assault  case  The  victim  told  ttie  officer 
that  ttie  suspect  threw  an  object  at  her  and  ttiat 
she  wanted  to  press  charges  Thesuspectwas 
arrested  and  then  cited  to  appear  in  court 
•On  Dec  13  at  9 12  am  at  San  Bruno  Av- 
enue and  SiHiman  Street  an  officer  vras  driving 
in  the  area  when  he  saw  a  car  make  an  illegal 
lefl  turn  in  front  of  him  The  o*fioer  pulled  the 
vehde  ewer  and  spoke  with  the  ctiver  Through 
a  preliminary  investtgation.  the  officer  discov- 
ered that  the  driver  had  a  suspended  loense 
and  the  she  aiso  had  an  outstanding  warrant 
for  her  amsst  At  9  p  m  on  the  1800  tiock  of 
Sunnydate  Avenue,  officers  v^ere  sent  to  in- 
vestgate  a  vandalism  case  The  victim  told  the 
officers  that  an  unknown  suspect  had  dam- 
aged her  locks  The  officers  otiserved  that 
someone  had  put  crazy  glue  in  the  keyholes 
rendenng  them  useless 
'On  Dec  14at4a.m.atBayshoreBoulward 
and  Raymond  Avenue,  ofTcers  vtere  sent  to 
investigaie  a  vandalism  report  The  vcCm  tdd 
the  officers  that  the  suspect  came  into  the  store 
andtxDkethelottomachinefornoreason  The 
suspect  then  exited  aid  fled  the  area  At  2  05 
p  m  at  Cora  Street  and  Vrsrtabon  Avenue,  an 
officer  was  patrolfeng  wlien  he  otserved  a  ve- 
hicle vi^lh  tint  on  the  v/ndows  in  violation  of  the 
tint  law  The  officer  stopped  the  vehde  and 
discovered  that  the  drrver  had  no  license  on 
him  The  oflicer  also  discovered  thdtfie  driver 
had  a  suspended  license  The  officer  found 
that  the  dnver  of  the  car  had  an  outstanding 
warrant  for  his  arrest  The  passenger  of  the 
car  was  holding  an  open  bees  and  also  had  a 
warrant  for  her  anesi  Both  suspects  were 
placed  under  arrest  and  an  an^t  search  re- 
vealed the  passenger  in  possession  of  drugs 
The  vehide  was  bwed  and  the  suspects  viere 
arestedandtxx)kedAl9:56pm  dSunnydale 
Avenue  and  Santos  Street  an  officer  was 
flagged  dawi  m  the  area  as  a  call  from  cSs- 
pateh  of  shots  fired  Numerous  Ingleside  units 
v«re  in  the  area  searching  when  of^cers  lo- 
cated the  vehicle  involved  After  a  small  pur- 
suit the  vehicle  stopped  and  the  dnver  exited 
vwth  a  gun  in  his  hand  Officers  converged  and 
wre  able  to  take  the  gunman  into  custody  with- 
out any  more  shots  being  fred 
•OnDec  ISat  12  20am  at Saitos Street 
and  Btythdale  Avenue,  officers  v\ere  sent  to 
investigate  a  burglary  case  The  victim  tdd 
the  offioers  that  he  came  to  find  a  suspect 
inside  that  stJitck  him  on  the  head  viffth  a  base- 
ball bat  The  suspect  removed  a  TV  and  a 
microwave  then  fled  The  area  was  searched 
wrthnoresutts  A110:50am  at  Santos  Stree* 
and  Brtxikdale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to 
investigate  a  theft  case  The  victim  told  the 
offioers  that  she  was  waiting  for  the  bus  v\lien 
the  suspect  asked  her  to  use  her  cell  phone 
The  victim  let  the  suspect  use  the  phone  The 
victm  told  the  officers  that  as  the  bus  was 
getting  dose  she  took  out  cash  from  her  purse 
($60),  the  suspect  was  still  on  the  phone  The 
suspect  grabbed  the  cash  out  of  the  victims 
hand  and  tied  Mth  the  phone  still  in  hand  At7 
pm  onthelSOOblockofSunnydaleAvenue, 
officers  were  sent  to  investigate  an  assauft 
case  The  victim  told  the  offioers  that  a  known 
suspect  sprayed  her  in  the  face  vwlh  pepper 
spray  as  tier  small  chikj  was  dose  to  her  The 
case  ts  under  investigabon  Al  11  p  m  on  the 
200  bkx*  of  Bfythdaie  Avenue,  officers  were 
sent  to  investigate  a  shots  fired  call  Theoflic- 
ers  located  a  victim  that  told  them  he  was 
grabbed  by  a  suspect  and  threatened  with 
an  HIV  tainted  needle  The  suspedthen  fired 
three  shots  into  the  ar  and  fled  The  victim 
was  not  injured 

"On  Dec  16  at  11  a  m  on  the  unit  block  of 
Brookdale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  in- 
vestigate a  burglary  case  The  victim  tokJ  the 
officer  that  she  left  her  apartment  but  coukJ 
not  remember  if  she  kKked  the  front  door  or 
not  The  victim  did  tell  the  officers  that  when 
she  came  back  she  discovered  her  laptop 
computer  missing  At  1  29  p  m  at  Visrtaaon 
Avenue  and  Mansell  Street,  an  officer  was 
on  patrol  vt^en  he  observed  a  vehde  parked 
in  a  high  cnme  area  with  the  motor  running 
The  officer  decided  to  investigate  further  What 
drew  more  attention  to  the  officer  was  that 
the  registration  on  the  plate  showed  current 
but  DMV  records  indicated  it  to  be  expired 
The  officer  discovered  that  the  subjed  in  the 
car  was  on  probation  and  had  a  search  con- 
dition because  of  this  The  officer  conduded 
a  search  of  the  car  and  discovered  a  plethora 
ofcontraband  Dr\jgsandagunwefetheman 
Items  discovered  The  subjed  was  arrested 
and  booked  At  2  pm  on  the  200  block  of 
Santos  Street  a  Pdice  Services  aKte  prep^ 
a  report  reganjng  a  fraud  case  The  victim 
toW  the  PSA  that  he  was  robbed  while  stay- 
ing with  a  fnend  The  victim  told  Ihe  officers 
that  \fMie  he  was  interacting  with  his  fiiend. 
he  heard  voices  in  the  doset  that  turned  out 
to  be  two  suspects  that  were  taking  hiswd- 


let  ThevictimtoldthePSAthathistotalloss 
was  over  $4000  This  case  is  under  invesb- 
gation  At  2  30  p  m  on  the  1800  block  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  in- 
vesbgate  an  assault  case  The  victim  told 
the  officers  that  the  suspect  pushed  him 
down  the  stairs  causing  h'lm  to  be  injured 
There  was  no  reason  for  this  to  happen 
'OnDec  17atl2  30am  atCamptellAve 
and  Brussels  St ,  a  Police  Sen/ioes  aide  pre- 
pared a  report  regarding  a  theft  case  The 
vicfim  tdd  the  PSA  that  he  parlted  and  locked 
his  car  only  to  discover  that  an  unknown  sus- 
pect had  broken  a  window  on  the  car  and 
stole  the  visible  property  Total  loss  was  over 
$13,300  in  medical  equipment  Nosuspeds 
were  observed 

*0n  Dec  18  at  8  a  m  on  the  unit  block  of 
Schwertn  Street,  officers  were  sent  to  investi- 
gate a  theft  The  victim  tokl  the  officers  that 
she  left  her  iPod  Nano  plugged  in  at  work  and 
vi^en  she  retumed  it  was  missing  There  is 
no  susped  infomnalion  'On  Dec  19  at  9  34 
p  m  at  Geneva  Avenue  and  Santos  Street 
officers  w&e  sent  to  investigate  a  rcibtiery 
case  The  victims  tdd  the  officers  that  they 
v\ere  on  their  way  to  the  store  and  were  beat 
and  robbed  by  tv«  suspects  The  offioers  took 
the  information  fa  the  report,  searched  the 
area  but  did  nd  tocate  the  suspects  A  short 
bme  later  the  officers  were  sent  back  to  speak 
to  the  victims  The  victims  spotted  the  sus- 
pedsandcall911  The  officers  responded  to 
the  kxatKxi  and  located  the  possible  suspects 
The  officers  noticed  that  one  of  the  suspects 
was  Vicaring  an  IPOD  that  matched  the  one 
that  vi3s  stolen  from  one  of  the  victims  The 
officers  brought  the  victims  to  identify  the  sus- 
pects Both  suspects  were  positively  identi- 
fted  and  arested  and  booked  on  robtiery  and 
conspracy  to  commit  a  robbery! 
'On  Dec  20  at  11  p  m  cyi  the  1500  bkxk  of 
Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  sent  to  iiv 
vestigale  an  assault  case  The  victim  tokJ  the 
officers  that  a  know  susped  gd  into  a  physi- 
cal fight  The  susped  vi/as  angry  because  the 
vidims'boyfnendvwxjkJndgveherande  The 
susped  slapped  Ihe  victim  and  then  grabbed 
a  belt  and  began  hitbng  the  victim  Thevldim's 
boyfriend  cailed  the  pdioe  The  susped  was 
arrested  and  taken  to  Ingleside  Station  The 
vKtm  had  a  bagge  ccntaning  methamphet- 
amine  m  her  pockd  The  victim  was  booked 
far  all  d  Ihe  aforementioned  vidatiorw 
'On  Dec  21  at  9.38  am.  on  Ihe  unit  bkxk  of 
LeIandAvenue,  officers  were  dispatehed  to  the 
report  of  vandalism  The  reportee  said  that  a 
susped  had  damaged  an  ATM  machine  over- 
night in  an  effort  to  gan  entry  tort.  At  12 15p.m 
at  Brookdale  and  Geneva  avenues,  officers 
were  sentto  invest)gde  a  nDbbery  incident  The 
victim  tdd  the  offioers  that  she  was  ddivenng 
some  food  but  could  nd  kxate  Ihe  oorred  ad- 
disss  The  victim  saKJ  that  she  gd  out  of  Ihe 
car  and  v«s  attempting  to  find  the  address  on 
fed  The  vKtm  told  the  officers  that  she  saw  a 
group  d  men  that  tdd  her  they  had  ordered 
the  food  but  cJd  nd  have  Ihe  money  and  tokJ 
her  to  go  to  another  a**ess  Thevctimga* 
them  the  food  and  followed  them  only  to  have 
one  of  the  suspects  I  n  the  group  wak   to  her, 
punch  her  on  the  back  of  her  head  and  take 
her  purse  containing  $400  Thesuspedsfled 
the  area  wflh  the  food  The  victim  told  the  offic- 
ers Ihst  she  would  be  able  to  id&itrfy  Ihe  sus- 
pects if  she  saw  them  agan  Al  3  30  p  m  at 
Lel^  Avenue  and  Bayshore  Boulevard,  of- 
fioers were  sent  to  investigate  a  vandalism  case 
The  victim  tokJ  the  offioers  thd  when  ^  teft 
the  previous  day  there  viQs  no  damage  to  the 
money  madiine  in  front  When  she  retumed 
she  discovered  that  someone  had  shattered 
the  glass  on  it  The  surveillanoe  video  will  be 
reviev«dinthiscase  Al330pm  on  the  1400 
deck  d  Sunnydale  A\enue,  officers  were  sent 
to  investigate  a  reported  vandalism  Thevidim 
tdd  the  offioers  thci  he  was  d  home  wtien  he 
heard  a  smashing  v^ndow  sound  outside  The 
vidim  went  to  look  oullhe  wndw  and  observed 
a  Hispanc  male  between  24  and  25  readiing 
though  hts  car  vwndow  The  susped  the  fled 
thearea  Therewasnobss 
'Oi  Dec  22 at  1059 am  on  the  3700 bkxk 
d  San  Bruno  Avenue,  offioers  v\ere  sent  to  in- 
vestigate an  attempted  burglary  ThevidimtoW 
the  officers  that  she  notced  pry  marks  on  her 
back  door  and  she  ne\er  uses  that  door  The 
officers  observed  pry  marks  but  the  deactdt 
lodt  and  doer  were  stUI  intad  There  is  no  sus- 
ped informabon  Al  1 .25  p  m  on  the  1 600  bkxk 
d  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were  on  patrd 
in  the  Housing  area  of  the  Ingleside  wtien  they 
dDserved  a  susped  that  had  an  outstanding 
warant  The  offioers  attempted  to  arrest  the 
siBped  only  to  haw  the  susped  take  off  mn- 
nmg  0\e  cfficer  exited  the  vehde  and  gave 
chase  w^KUt  mesjig  a  beat  The  younger  sus- 
ped attempted  ekxJe  the  officer  but  soon  found 
out  that  was  nd  gang  to  work  Theofficergave 
chase  wWe  oommificating  the  other  officers 
via  his  ratio  and  was  atie  to  corral  the  susped 
and  take  him  nto  custody.  At  5,3 1  p,m  on  Ihe 


1 400 dock  of  Sunnydale  Avenue,  officers  were 
sent  to  investigate  a  vandalism  report  The  vc 
tm  told  the  offioers  that  he  was  at  home  when 
he  heard  a  wndow  break  outside  The  victim 
fooked  out  the  \undow  and  saw  a  susped  njn- 
nmg  There  was  no  property  loss  The  vicftm 
was  able  to  get  a  vehde  description  and  plate 
number  At  1T40p.m  at  Bayshore  Boulevanj 
andArtetaAvenue.  officers  viere  sent  to  inves- 
tigate a  theft  case  The  victim  told  the  officers 
that  he  was  at  the  bus  stop       a  susped 
wdkeduptohimandaskedforaddlar  The 
victm  was  hdding  tvie  one  ddlar  blls  in  his 
hand  The  susped  snatched  the  two  ddlars 
outdthe  victims  hand  andfled 'On  Dec  23at 
3  56  p  m  at  Tunnel  and  Blanken  avenues,  a 
nxitorcyde  officer  was  on  patjd  v/ien  he  saw 
an  dder  car  with  paper  plates  He  conducted 
a  traffic  stop  on  the  vehide  and  dscovered  that 
the  vehide  registration  had  been  expired  for 
overayear  Theofficerinformedthedriverthat 
her  car  vrould  be  towed  A  struggle  ensued 
when  the  dnver  refused  to  surrender  her  keys 
or  exit  the  vehide  and  then  tried  to  start  the  car. 
She  eventually  was  able  to  start  It  and  flee  the 
scene,  vi/ith  the  officer  fdlowing  The  susped 
drove  to  her  house  where  she  continued  to 
punch,  kick  and  resist  the  officer  and  other  d- 
ficers  v*^  responded  to  help  She  was  taken 
into  custody  for  numerous  traffic  vdaticns,  as- 
sault andchildendangemient  At  9pm  on  the 
100  block  d  Btythdale  Avenue,  an  officer  was 
on  patrd  in  the  Sunnydale  area  when  he  was 
dispatched  to  tfie  scene  regarding  a  damaged 
wndow  Another  officer  and  a  pdice  sergeant 
were  also  on  scene  The  victim  tdd  Ihe  officefs 
that  she  left  home  at  1 2  noon  and  there  was  no 
damage  to  her  windows  at  that  bme  Shesad 
when  she  r^med  to  her  residence  a  5  p  m 
she  discovered  BBhdesm  her  bedroom  and 
bathroom  windows  The  victim  sad  that  she 
does  nd  knew  vrfw  could  have  vandaieed  her 
windows  There  is  no  sussed  descnption  a 
information  Alio  15pm  onthe1400btod(of 
Sunnyd^  Avenue,  officers  were  on  patid 
when  they  were  flagged  down  tv  a  vidim  wtx) 
sad  that  he  was  ndng  his  off-road  motorcycle 
when  he  was  pushed  off  d  it  by  two  men  One 
susped  rode  off  v«lh  the  motorcyde  w*iile  the 
dher  fled  the  scene  on  fod  Thesuspedswere 
descnbed  as  Afncan  Amencan  men  weanng 
black  hooded  sweatshirts  and  da1(  jeans  The 
mdon:YCe  is  a  yellcw  Yamaha  PW50. 
Police  Summaiies 

'Nov  24  11  pm,  Brookdale  and  CampbeIA«s, 
stolen/feco\eredauto 

•Nov  25  809pnT,  1200  block  of  WaytandSl.stolen 
auto 

•rJov26  5  05am, GenevaAve  andCarterSt, ml- 
censed  dm«f 

7*)v  26  2  45pm.CampbeaandSanBr\jnoAtfes. 
suspended  loense,  tow 

■TJov  28  805am,Un(ibloci(0fBlythdeteAve.fe- 
ca«Edaut) 

•Nov  28  11  30 pm, Bayshore BW  andArletaAve , 
suspended  bcense,  tow 

•Nov  30  1222am..200t*Kko^Rllt^Sl,fea3v- 
eredvehcie 

•Dec  1  1 15am,  400  tjiockofSifinytaeAw,  re- 
covered auto 

•Dec  1  6  04pm,SanBfuitfHafknessAw,treft; 
cofeion 

•Dec  1  8,35  pm,  100  b*xk  Ward  Si,  rBoowrecJ 
aub 

"Dec  3  JohnFSheleyDr  andMarBelSt,lhefHTOm 

•Dec  5  »30am,  1700  bkxk otSmnyd*  Ave, 
recowfBdauto 

•Dec  5  1149am,  3600  tfa*  of  San  BfiiwAve, 
stolen  auto 

"Dec  6  1 40am.  Vsrtaaon Ave  andHatrSt.trrfc 
oofeion 

•Dec  8  5  02  p  m ,  500  bkxk  ofAigonaulAve.  recov- 
ered auto 

•Dec  9  11 19am.  1400blockof  Sunn>(HeAve, 
recwefBd  truck 

*0ec9  lOObbckolEveison Si, vehde vanddbm 
•Dec  101031pm.BaystK)fB\/l«JandSunnydde 
Aw,  stolen  Inick 

•Decll  8  30p.m,HahnStandV6itationAve,sie- 
pended  loense,  tow 

•Decll  t101pm,GenevaAwandRoVenjeSl. 
uftonsecfdn«r,tow 

•Dec  12  12:51  am,  1700  bbt*  of  VElaccn  Ave, 
recowfedauto 

•Dec  13  540pm,  Hahn St  and Sunnydde Ave, 
unlcensed  drrver,  tow 

•Dec  13  730pm,BayshoieBW  andArletaAve, 
traffic  accident 

•Dec  17  4  25  p  m  ,  600  btock  o^Sunnydale 
Ave  ,  stolen  license  plate 
•Dec  18  442pm, UnitblockofCampbellAve, 
stolen  auto 

•Dec  18  6p,m,300bkx:kofSchwennSt.sto- 
len  plate 

'Dec  20  1215pm,  VisrtacionAve,  andHahn 
St ,  unlicensed  dnver,  no  tow 
'Dec  20  7  02  p  m  ,  Vtsfiacion  Ave  and  Mansell 
St ,  unlicensed  dnver,  no  tow 
•Dec  20  1017pm,SantosStandSunnydale 
Ave ,  suspended  license,  tow 
•Dec  22  4  45  a  m  ,  1900  block  of  Sunnydale 
Ave ,  recovered  auto 

"Dec  22  2  45  p  m ,  Visitaaon  Ave  and  Hatin 
St ,  suspended  license,  tow 
'Dec  22  9  05  p  m  ,  Leland  Ave  and  Sawyer 
St ,  irafTic  accideni 

•Dec  23  10  15  a  m ,  1400  bk)ck  of  Sunnydale 
Ave ,  stolen  motorcycle 
Caplan  Davnf  Laiar  ol  /ngtesjde  Sraon  C^an 
Greg  SutvolBayim/ Satan  cortnbulea  lo  ItK  repoT 
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Alx)ut  Apt  in  Visitacion  Vail 

The  Life  and  Art  of  Benny  Bufano 

hi  HcttM  ParMl 


LJeniamino  Butano's  works  are  a 
fanniliarsi^italloverSan  Frandsco. 
A  July,  2009  article  written  by 
Crttirgc  Kathniell  (or  the  Nob  Hill 
Gazette  outlines  the  Bufano 
sculphjres  one  would  encounter 
along  the  City's  49  fvlile  Scenic 
Drive,  and  then  moves  beyond  the 
tamiliar  tourist  route  to  point  out 
several  more  works  at  various 
locations. 

He  mentions  three  works  found 
in  San  Francisco  public  housing 
I '  rojects,  including  the  one  in  front 
ot  the  Sunnydale  Community 
Center  at  I  (^Sunnydale  Ave.  "At 
the  Sunnydale  Project,  a  curious 
work  titled  Bear  nud  Virgin  shows  the  head  of  a  growling  black  bear 
over  a  woman's  head,  symbolizing  peace." 

An  inventory  of  Bufano's  sculptures  lists  several  animals  and  birds 
done  in  his  easily  recognized  style,  rounded,  elegant  and  whimsical. 
Many  of  these  can  be  seen  in  the  West  and  Easi  Gardens  at  the  new 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Golden  Gate  Park  Additional  pieces  reflect 
his  passion  for  peace,  such  as  St.  Frands  on  Horseback,  described  as 
"smooth,  understated  form  (wliidi)  is  both  calm  and  potent." 

Beniamino  Bufano  was  bom  in  Italy  in  1886,  one  of  sixteen  children. 
His  family  immigrated  to  New  York  when  he  was  tliree  years  old,  and 
when  he  was  six  he  began  augmenting  the  family  income  by  selling 
newspapers  and  shining  shoes.  He  dropped  out  of  school  in  the  third 
grade.  VVlien  in  his  teens  he  attended  an  art  sdiool;  he  got  a  job  as  a 
janitor  at  the  school  to  cover  his  tuition.  Later  he  became  an  apprentice 
witii  sculptor  lames  Frasier,  still  performing  his  janitorial  duties. 

In  1915,  a  fellow  sculptor  who  was  to  create  works  for  the  Panama 
Padfic  Fair  offered  Benny  a  job  as  his  assistant.  Once  in  San  Frandsco, 
Benny's  talent  was  recognized  and  he  began  receiving  regular 
commissions. 

A  legend  around  Bufano  was  that  he  cut  off  a  finger  and  mailed  it  to 
President  Wilson  to  protest  against  World  War  I.  His  v/ife  said  that  he 
had  acddentally  lost  two  joints  of  his  index  finger  to  an  electric  saw. 
Nevertheless  the  legend  persisted  and  established  that  he  wasa  padfist 
for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

At  one  time,  Benny  was  instructor  at  the  San  Frandsco  School  of  Fine 
Arts.  He  was  very  popular  with  the  shidents  but  not  with  the 
administration,  and  his  teaching  career  there  didn't  last  long.  He  was  a 
free  spirit  and  bohemian  and  had  no  time  for  mles,  paperwork  and 
bureaucracy. 

In  his  la ter  years  Bufano  was  a  true  San  Frandsco  character,  loved  and 
supported  by  many  He  lived  rent-free  at  the  Press  Qub  and  ate  free 
meals  at  Moar's  Cafeteria  where  hed  created  three  huge  mosaic  murals. 

Hie  owner  of  Trader  Vic's  paid  the  rent  on  his  stijdio  and  gave  him  a 
permanent  meal  ticket.  Vic  was  generous  but  objected  when  Benny 
would  order  champa^e  and  caviar 

Benny  Bufano  died  in  1 970.  He  lefl  all  of  his  unsold  and  undonated 
works  to  the  Bufano  Sodety  of  the  Arts.  It  was  ironic  that  his  soa  Erskine, 
whom  he'd  seen  briefly  on  only  two  occasions  and  never  acknowled^, 
became  head  of  the  Bufano  Sodety  and  it  is  thar\ks  to  the  Sodety  that 
so  many  of  Bufano's  works  are  still  in  this  area. 


Avoiding  Deceptive  Opt-Out  Scams 


bij  fason  Aldenuati 

Proverbs  survive  because  of  their 
universality.  Take  the  adage,  "One 
badapplespoilsthebarreL"  It  teaches 
us  that  good  people  (or  good  busi- 
nesses) can  be  tainted  by  assodation 
with  those  whose  actions  are  per- 
ceived as  unscrupiulous,  evai  if  they 
themselves  don't  employ  the  same 
decdtful  tactics. 

Here's  an  example  Because  a  very 
small  number  of  e-commerce  mer- 
chants have  abused  a  practice  called 
"negative  renewal  option  billing," 
consumer  cOTifidCTice  in  the  trustwor- 
thiness of  all  online  retailers  is  being 
undermined.  According  to  a  recent 
Visa  Inc  survey  29  percent  of  Ameri- 
car^  believe  tfie/ve  been  victimized 
by  tfiis  practice. 

In  a  nutshell,  negative  option  bill- 
ing is  where  customers  are  re- 
quired to  opt  out  of  recurring 
charges  for  future  products  or  ser- 
vices, often  by  being  instructed  to 
unclick  a  pre-checked  "terms  and 
conditions"  or  "payment  authori- 
zation" box.  This  clause  is  usually 
buried  in  the  fine  print  most  people 
don't  bother  to  read. 

So  how  are  people  lured  in?  It  may 
be  as  simple  as  signing  up  for  a  free 
tiial  or  sample  of  a  pncxiuct  or  service, 
not  realizing  that  you've  actually 
agreeing  to  be  billed  monthly  for  fu- 
hjrvshipmentsorcharges  if  you  don't 
proactively  cancel  the  service  at  the 
end  of  the  tiial  pericxJ.  Canceling  it- 
self can  be  an  ordeal  since  some  mer- 
chants have  notoriously  slow  or  un- 
respor^sivecustomerservioe(endless 
holds,  no  toU-frw  service  number, 
hiding  or  omitting  opt-out  informa- 
tioa  difficult  return  polides,  etc.). 
The  problem  has  grown  in  recent 


months,  thanks  to  deceptive  mer- 
chan  ts  taking  advantage  of  lower  ad- 
vertising costs  to  readi  broader  audi- 
ences. Visa,  which  monitors  the  mer- 
chant payment  system,  foimd  that 
merchants  using  deceptive  market- 
ing practices  have  up  to  20  times  as 
many  consumer  disputes  as  average 
e-commeroe  merchants. 

In  re^nse  the  FTC,  the  Better  Busi- 
ness Bureau  and  Visa  have  joined 
forces  to  educate  the  public  about 
negative  option  marketing  and  how 
toavoid  bang  victimized.  Among  the 
steps  they  recommoid  are: 
*Read  and  understand  all  terms  and 
conditions  (the  fine  print)  before  com- 
pleting any  transaction. 
"Pay  particular  attention  to  any  pr^ 
dicked  boxes  before  submitting  your 
payment  card  information. 
*Always  rwiew  your  monthly  credit 
and  debit  card  statements  to  spot  any 
unauthorized  charges. 

If  you're  being  victimized  by  un- 
authorized recurring  charges  or  in- 
advertentiy  signed  up  for  them,  first 
try  to  resolve  the  situation  with  the 
merchant.  Look  for  cancellation  in- 
structions on  their  website  or  call 
customer  service. 

If  they  can't  or  won't  resolve  the 
problem,  contart  the  finandal  insti- 
hition  that  issues  your  card  and  dis- 
pute the  charges.  As  part  of  your 
cardholder  agreement  they  will  ad- 
vocate on  your  behalf  with  the 
merdianfsbank 

Also  report  the  problem  to  the  Bet- 
ter Business  Bureau  -  ideally  with  the 
local  chapter  where  the  merchant  is 
headquartered.  And  finally  report 
abusive  marketing  practices  to  the 
FTC's  complaint  assistance  center  at 
www.ftcgov/complainL 
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London 
Bangkok 
Kinshasa 
Tehran 
Lima 
Dongguan 
Bogota 
Chennai 
Dhaka 
Essen 
Tianjin 
Hong  Kong 
Taipei 
Lahore 
Ho  Chi  Minh  City 
Bangalore 
Hyderabad 
Johannesburg 
Baghdad 
Toronto 
Santiago 
Kuala  Lumpur 
San  Francisco 
Philadelphia 
Wuhan 
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Match  clues  toansuvrs. 

1.  He  succeeded  Millard  Fillmore 
on  Mar  4  as  the  14th  President  of 
the  United  States. 

2.  On  Mar.  20,  a  rebel  army  of 
around  750,000 seized  Nanjing,  kill- 
ing 30,000  Imperial  troops. 

3.  An  outbreak  of  yellow  fever  here 
in  May  killed  7,790. 

4.  On  May  23,  the  first  streets  here 
are  laid  out. 

5.  On  July  8,  U.S.  Commodore 

[As^M^Uet-ofF^ci) 

*The  cello's  real  name  is  the 
violincello.  The  full  name  of  the  pi- 
ano is  the  pianoforte. 

"At  a  wedding  there  is  usually  one 
usher  for  every  50  guests. 

"Some  places  near  the  earth=s  equa- 
tor receive  as  much  as  400  inches  of 
rain  each  year 

•Marie  Antoinette  had  a  music 
box  the  sizr  and  shape  of  a  life- 
size  canary. 

•Dirty  snow  melts  faster  than  dean. 

•At  the  court  of  Louis  XIV,  prestige 
was  measured  by  the  height  of  the 
chair  one  was  allowed  to  sit  in. 

*The  dogfish  is  actually  a  small 
shark. 

*The  first  pizzeria  opened  in 
Naples,  Italy  in  1830,  and  the  first 
delivery  was  made  to  King  Umberto 
and  Queen  Margherita. 

The  dingo,  the  wild  dog  of  Aus- 
tralia, rarely  barks.  They  are,  how- 
ever, known  to  howl. 

•Terriers  were  originally  bred  to 
drive  game  out  of  holes  in  the 
ground.  Terrier  comes  from  terra,  the 
Latin  word  for  earth. 

•The  first  known  dental  school 
opoied  in  Baltimore,  Maryland  in 
1840, 

•The  world's  first  passenger  train 
made  its  debut  in  England  in  1825. 

•The  boysenberry  was  named  after 
botanist  Rudolph  Boysen. 

•  Allessandro  Volta  invented  the  first 
electric  battery  in  1792. 


Matthew  Perr>'  arrived  here  with  a 
request  (or  a  trade  treat)-, 

6.  Outlaw  and  bandit  is  killed  July 
25  in  California. 

7.  Maria  n  of  Portugal  is  succeeded 
on  Nov  15  by  her  son. 

8.  Acquired  self-government  on 
Aug.  12. 

9.  The  United  States  bought  land 
from  Mexico  on  Dec.  30  to  facilitate 
railroad  building  in  the  Southwest. 

10.  First  prepared  on  Aug.  24. 

11.  The  Ottoman  Empire  declares 
war  on  Russia  on  Oct.  4. 

1 2.  Troops  of  William  Walker  cap- 
tured La  Paz  in  Baja  California  on 
Nov  3  and  declared  thisshort-lived 
republic, 

A.  Gadsden  Purchase 

B.  Franklin  Pierce 

C.  Pedro 

D.  Seattle 

E.  Potato  chips 

F.  Lower  Califorrua 

G.  Taiping  Rebellion 

H.  Crimean  War 

I.  Joaquin  Murietta 
J.  New  Orleans 

K.  New  Zealand 
L.  Edo  Bay 

■J-21'H-irH-Ol  'V-6 
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(  Sez  Who? 


Grapevine  Five  Years  Ago^ 


January  200S 

•Construction  began  in  Novem- 
ber on  a  three-story  mixed-use 
structure  at  199  Leiand  Ave.,  the 
last  remaining  non-developed  site 
in  the  neighborhood.  When  com- 
pleted, the  building  included  retail 
space  and  six  units  of  housing. 


Match  quotes  to  speakers. 

I .  'Am  I  not  destroying  my  enemies 
when  1  make  friends  of  them?" 

2  "Laughter  is  the  shortest  distance 
between  two  people." 

3.  "Putting  pen  to  paper  lights  more 
fire  than  matches  ever  will." 

4.  "Action  is  eloquence." 

5.  "Champions  keep  playing  until 
they  get  It  right." 

6.  "If  we  do  not  succeed,  then  we 
run  the  risk  of  failure  " 

7.  "Mistakes  are  the  portals  of  dis- 
covery." 

8.  "Never  tell  people  how  to  do 
things.  Tell  them  what  to  do  and 
they  will  suprise  you  with  their 
ingenuity." 

9.  "Man  does  not  live  by  words 
alone,  despite  the  fact  that  he  some- 
times has  to  eat  them." 

A.  Malcolm  Forbes 

B.  Victor  Borge 

C.  Adlai  Stevenson 

D.  Abraham  Lincoln 

E.  Billie  Jean  King 
F  Geor^  S.  Patton 

G.  William  Shakespeare 

H.  James  Joyce 

I.  Dan  Quayle 

D-6  'i-^  'H-Z  '1-9 
'3-fi  'D-f  V-€  'Q-Z  Q-l  :su30isuy 


Sump,  the  Grump 


Cyberbullying 
And  Your  Teen 

According  to  the  National 
Council  of  Juvenile  Court  Judges, 
each  year  nearly  3.2  million  stu- 
dents are  victims  of  online  bully- 
ing, a  serious  Internet  safety  con- 
cern. To  address  these  issues.  Boys 
&  Girls  Clubs  of  America  has 
partnered  with  Sprint  to  promote 
online  safety  resources  for  teens 
and  parents. 

Sprint's  4NetSafety  program 
aims  to  open  the  lines  of  com- 
munication about  Internet  safety 
between  young  people  and  the 
adults  who  care  for  them.  The 
online  resource  offers  free  tools 
from  experts  that  address  the 
perils  that  young  people  com- 
monly encounter  online  and  en- 
courage positive  dialogue  about 
Internet  safety. 

"Sprint  is  pleased  to  be  entering 
into  this  partnership  with  Boys  & 
Girls  Clubs  of  America,"  said 
Debby  Ballard,  Sprinfs  director  of 
community  affairs.  "Internet 
safety  is  an  area  that  is  very  im- 
portant to  Sprint,  as  evidenced  by 
our  4NetSafety  program,  and  our 
partnership  with  BGCA  allows  us 
to  add  to  and  raise  additional 
awareness  about  these  valuable 
resources."  " 

A  recent  survey  of  young 
people  revealed  some  startling 
statistics  about  how  parents  are 
supervising  their  children's 
online  time. 

More  than  53  percent  say  their 
parents  never  ask  them  about 
whom  they  are  talking  to  on  the 
Internet,  and  over  half  say  their 
parents  never  surf  the  Internet 
with  them. 

"The  Internet  can  be  a  wonder- 
ful resource,  but  it  has  always  been 
our  goal  to  teach  our  youth  how 
to  navigate  the  Web  safely  and  ap- 
propriately," said  Dan  Rauzi,  se- 
nior director  of  technology  ser- 
vices and  programs  at  BGCA. 
"Sprint  and  BGCA  teamed  up  to 
raise  awareness  about  a  prime 
concern  of  ours  -  the  importance 
of  a  healthy  and  safe  virtual  life 
for  America's  youth." 

Sprint  and  Boys  &  Girls  Clubs  of 
America  offers  the  following  tips  to 
parents  to  help  keep  their  teens  safer 
online. 

1.  Remind  your  teen  that  what 
they  post  stays  online  forever. 

2.  Ask  to  see  their  profile  page. 

3.  Tell  your  chid  to  only  add 
friends  they  know  in  real  liie. 

4.  Have  them  use  a  nickname 
that  doesn't  identify  their  location, 
gender  or  age. 

5.  Tell  them  not  to  post  plans  or 
whereabouts  on  a  site  or  page. 

6.  If  your  or  someone  else's  child 
is  harassed  or  bullied  online,  report 
it  to  your  local  law-enforcement 
agency  or  call  the  CyberTipline  at 
800-843-5678.  Mnwu&i 


Visitacion  VaDey  Business  Directory 


Valley  free  listings  in  the  4 15  area  code 
Call  the  Grapevine  at  (415)  457-9300 
AQUARUM 

DRAGmaTYAOJlif^lM  144  l£(stiA«,  3334566 
AUTOMOTVE 

SflVSHOflE KUTO,  22&)  Baysrtjre  BNd ,  -W/^IX 
aav^WORE  seRWCE,  2596  Baysttre  8W  2»5239 
BROTUER'SAUTO  BODY.  2520  Bayshore  BW 
CHARUES  GARAGE .  2550  Baysrtre  BW ,  23*7450 
nG0?SAUrDBOD/,23lntJuslnal  way,  Brisbane  94005, 
467-6866 

7W  >)UTCWOnVE ,  2500  Baystae  9«] ,  58&«281 
BANK 

BANK  Cf  AACR/C4. 6  Lalati  Aw ,  6224501 
BAKERS 

umiOUlAPOBAKESHOP.  ie9Lalan3Ave ,  Z&22S3 
BARBERS 

SARSeRSHOP  3670  San  ftiro  Aw  72U39e 
EMMA  S  HAIR  SALON,  35  LetenOA*,  587-7-129 
7WfSH0P(JB).  letWLfiantlAw. 23*6709  ■ 
BEAUTCIANS 

AS  YOUR.  170 LelarxJAve,  756-1450 
80DV  SOUL  &  SPIRIT.  222  Island  A« .  333-7261 
CONNIE'S  HAIR.  2436  BaysfoB  BM ,  58&e2B8 
HONG  KONG  HAIR  &  NAIL  BEAUTY  SALON.  199 
Leiand A«,  333-1005 
NAILSBYJENNY  50  Lfi(anclA«,  33J6900 
SHERRY  BEAUTY  SALON,  60  tdancJAve ,  337-9381 
BUND  CLEANMG 

SPEEDY  UL  TR\SONIC  BUND  CLEANING  (corrrwnxi 
ardrBSiJef^al}  lllftGnrtSt, 467-7506 
BOARDNG  HOUSE 

ABLlSCAiA  850  Rutland  a.  33W664,ta  3334690 
BOOKKEEPERS 

AMYARAGON.  PROFESSIONAL  BOOKKEEPER. 

467-8927 

VBiNA  WAlLACEEA.  2320  BayshOTB 8W ,  239-5333 
CARPETS 

HANSAN  INTERIORS.  41  Ldand  Aw ,  33J6382 
CHURCHES 

CHURCH  OF  THE  VISITAOON.  655  SunnytJale 
Ave,494-»17,  tax 494-5513 
IGLESIA  a  ESPIRITV  SANTO.  38  Lfiland  Aw 
KOREAN  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  333 
Tunnel  Ave.  466-1213 

RIDGE  VIEW  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  590 
LfilanOA\e.239-M57 

STJAMESPf^SSYJBHANCHURCH.  240  Island  Aw , 
5666381 

l«ii£vaflPT7SrCHURCH.306RayTOndAw,4676O55 
VISTAOON  CHINESE  BAPTIST  CHURQi.  8  Desmond 
9,3334503 
COfFEE 

CA^DL£S^CXCOffE£.21»eBytflOfeflW, 467-2442 
HAFPy  DONUr  260O  Baysfcre  BW .  469-5309 
Xe  LELAND  CAFE.  26  Lelanb  A« 
CREDTT  UNDN 

NORTHBASTCOmjNITYFEDEm.CREDITUNION, 

29  Lelanrt  Aw.  4340738 

DAYCARE 

CAfiOUSEL  DAY  CAPE.  261  H!tr\  Si.  46*5353 
SrAfleft/rEDv(yCARe.298Aj1elaAw  656-1867 
DENTBT 

VISITAOON  VALLEY  DENTAL  OFFICE  {AJbert  Kuan. 

DOS),  37  IdanJ  Aw,  239-5600 

DEVELOPERS 

VISITAaON  VALLEY  OOMWUN/rv  DEVELOPt^T 
CORPORATION.  1099  Sjnfiite  Aw ,  597-7895' 
ELECTRICAL 

TATEELECTJVC  (Jod  Tale),  4674657 
R.66r§ 

TEDDY  ffs  HAPDWOOO  ROORS,  309-6342 
aORETS 

ILFIORE FLOWERS.  2466Sar&iroAw  46&0145 
GARDEN  ORNAMENTS 

SILVESTRI  GARDEN  ORNAMENTS.  2635 

Bayshore  Blvd .  239-5990 

GROCERS 

CASALOPEZPRODUCf.  SSLelandAve ,  5864745 
E-Z  STOP  MARKET.  2203  Geneva  Ave ,  585-9240 
RVE  Mi£  MARKET.  3574  San  9\ro  Aw .  467-7300 
LA  LOMA  PRODUCE  tt2.  65  Leiand  Ave .  239-7520 
UTTlEmAGEMARl^.  1450  StmyOEteAw.  586- 1815 
M&M  SHORTSTOP  2145  Geneva  Ave  .  58^0878 
PICCOLO  PETE.  2155  Bayshore  Blvd .  468^600 
7-If,  2200  Baysfiore  Blvd ,  468-8646 
SHLyNLf£MAflKfr.2400  Bayshore  Blvd, 5864851 
TEDDYSMARKET.  298  Teddy  Ave 
HERBS 

SAN  ON  HEf?8S.33-A  Leiand  Aw  333-7469 
HYPNOTHERAPY 

VALERIE  HABEGGER-HYPNOTHERAPY.  371  Teddy 

Aw  4685631 

MSURANCE 

EDIE  EPPS  (A.HE  INSURANCE).  467-0236.  Fat 

467-0276 

ROBERTLEHMAN  ttTC fB»JB  OcssI  3356650 
KTTCHEN  CABfOS 

t££  CHANG  INTERNAVONAL  liietanJAve .  333-2730 
LANDSCAPING 

SAN  FRANOSCO  LANDSCAPES  (Uc  «  932022). 

256  Taibe^Si  585-9137.  sflandscapescom 

LAUNDRY/CLEANERS 

BAY  ^ASH  44  Leiand  Aw 

OTY  WASH.  83  Ulanb  Aw ,  333-9467 

CON  WASH  &  DRY  LAUNDRY  186  Leiand  Aw 


fOffA<NW£fia£AN£fiS.51l£iandAw  2»64I8 

LMANDAV&iUE  CLEANERS.  1 51  Le&idAw ,  566- 1 412 

WAU£VLAUNORV,  90  Lflard  Aw 

VISITACION  VALLEY  LAUNDRY  lOSLelandAve  , 

239-9030 

LEARNNG 

FIRST  PLACE  2  START  1252  Sunnyflafe  Ave ,  333- 
2659 

HERITAGE  HOMES  CHliD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOP- 
MENT CENTER.  245  Rey  St ,  58&fi700 
JOHN  WNG  CHILD  AND  FAMILY  DEVELOPMENT 
CENTHR,  500  Raymond  Ave ,  333-1375 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  BEACON 
CENTER.  450  Raymond  Aw .  4524907 

v/s;rAC/ON  wlley  community  center 

CHILDRENS  PROGRAMS.  103Tocl(erAw ,  467-5565 
VISITAOON  VALLEY  FAMILY  SCHOOL  325  Leiand 
Aw  585-9320 
LIBRARY 

WSirAOONVAil£YaRAWCH,45LetendAw. 2396270 
MANUMCTURER 

SEE^  CANOES,  INC.  345  SdKwnn  Si 
MEDCAL 

AMERICAN  RED  CROSS.  BAY  AREA  CHAPTER. 

1704  Sunnydale  Ave ,  584-3620 

HAWKINS  VILLAGE  K€DICAL  CUW/C(Depl  Of  Pliilc 

Heallh),  1099SunnydaleAw,Appoinlments  71&O310 

DR  SAM  HO.  MD.  2858  San  Bruno  Ave  ,  337-61 35 

NEWCARWd/ALAOyPRESSUREHEALrH  CENTER, 

245fl8aystorB  8M .  337-8100 

NORTH  EAST  MEDICAL  SERVICES.  LELAND 

AVENUE.  82  Leiand  Ave ,  391 -9686  (ask  (or  Leiand 

Avenue  climc) 

PORTDLfl  TOOT  «  ANKl£  CLJWC  (Dr  Drvyang  Patf) 
2858  San       Aw  467-7500 
ORGAMZATIONS 

ASIAN  PAOFIC  AMERICAN  COMMUNITY  CENTER. 
2442  Bayshore  Blvd  .  587-2689 
VtfUJELBROWN.  J?  TmNC&lTER  1652  SunnytJale 
Ave,  584-6099 

CHINESE  FOR  AFFIRMATIVE  ACTION  IN 
VISITAOON  VALLEY.  1099 SunnydalcAw,  597-5779 
GENEVA  TERRACE  PROPERTY  OWNERS 
ASSOOATION.  60  Burr  Ave ,  584-2700 
GIRLS  AFTER  SCHOOL  ACADEMY.  2050 
SunrtydaJe  Ave.,  33;)Scfiwenn  St ,  584-4044 
JOHN  KING  SENIOR  COMMUNITY.  500  RayrTK)nd 
Ave .  239-6233 

LELAND  HOUSE,  141  Leiand  Ave.,  405-2000 
ROCK  (Real  OpBons  tor  Crty  Kids),  590  Leiand  Ave , 
3334001 

SUNWVOAif  eOySiG/RLSaua  1654  Sunnydale 
Ave.  584-5028 

SUNNYDALE  DEVELOPMENT  COO  OFFICE.  1652 

Sunnydale  Ave,  641-1683 

VISITACION  VALLEY  SENIOR  CENTER.  66 

Raymond  Ave ,  467-4499 

PHARMACY 

VISITAOON  VALLEY  PHARMACY  100  LeIarWAW , 
2396811 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

WALTER  CORBiN  PHOTOGRAPHY  (freelance),  435 

SawyoSl  587-9471.  to  337-8620 

PLUHBNG 

MARKl/OeLXEflPLUMBING.99Af1etaAw  467-7401 
POSTOFFCE 

WS)  TAOON  USPO.  66  Leiand  Ave ,  (800)  275^777 
REAL  ESTATE 

JUSTYNA  TO.  (Realta.  CoKJwell Banker).  S30-M2S 
LaFLUE-WALTON  &  ASSOOATES.  2428  Bayshore 
BM.  587-8683 

PO  YAL  W  QflC  MORTGA  G£  46  l£*and  Aw .  33W900 
CATHY  KUNE  SAUNDERS  (Zephyr  fleaf  EsfaftJ,  215 
VtelPcraiAw  731-5011  ex  1S3 
RESTAURANTS 

BAYSlDE  CAFE  2011  Bayshore  BW ,  467-2023 
HAPPYMMLYBlSrRXO.107LelandAw.3338S99 
G&LBAKERY& RESTAURANT.  196  Leiand  Ave. 
23*6283 

Lt;ANPAraA«EflY.  110  LeIantJAw,  585-1167 
NAYANT  TAQUERIA .  98  Leiand  Aw .  567-7721 
TWO  JACKS.  167  Leiand  Aw,  337-0433 

scuimR 

CARTORIGINALS  (MikalCartoO,  2Ha*¥i  Si,  23*4138 
SELMJEVaOPMENT 

DVWAM/C  DEvaOPMENTS  (Marpne  Ann  Williams. 
CEO,  Career  and  St«-EnhartHnen(s  Speoaisl)  467  7606 
SERVICE  PROVIDERS 

CLAER  PROJECT.  1 099  SunnydaleAve  .  Ste  323, 
333-3017,  (ax  567-7481 
THE  VILLAGE  1 099  Simvaale  Aw,  23*5015 
WSfTAOCW  VALify  flAPTlST  CHURCH  OUTREACH 
CEP/TER,  57  Leiand  Aw 

VISITACION  VALLEY  BILINGUAL  EDUCATION. 
SUPPORTIVE  SERVICES  4  TRAINING.  120LBlandAw 
VISITACION  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER 
(WCC).  50  Raymond  Ave  ,  467-6400 
VVCC  FAMILY  i  COMMUNITY  SERVICES 
CENTER  161  Leiand  Ave  .586^998,  Fax  58&8027 
VISITAOON  VALLEY  BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITIES 
AND  OUTREACH  TO  MERCHANTS  (VVBOOM). 
91  Leiand  Aw,  585  2338 
TELEPHONE 

0«AWRE1£SS,  78  LeiandAw,  4524139 
VARETY 

GOLDEN  99CemZONE  S7  Leiand  Aw ,  3330923 


Vehicles  That  Retain  the  Most  Value 


While  most  car  buyers  consider 
sticker  price  a  significant  number, 
they  may  also  care  lo  consider  a 
number  tfiey  won't  find  on  any  win- 
dow sticker:  the  resale  value. 

Depreciation  is  often  the  greatest 
expense  incurred  by  driversduring 
the  first  five  years  of  vehicle  owner- 
ship. Knowing  what  vehicle  brands 
and  models  have  the  best  projected 
resale  value  can  help  drivers  make 
a  more  informed  decision. 

To  help,  the  leading  provider  of 
new-  and  used-vehicle  information, 
KelJey  Blue  Book,  announced  the 
vdnners  of  its  annual  Best  Resale 
Value  Awards. 

The  company  ptoints  out  that  just 
because  a  car  is  expensive  or  from  a 
luxury  brand  does  not  necessarily 
mean  it  will  hold  its  value  better 
down  the  road.  In  addition,  many 
options  and  packages  may  not  in- 
crease resale  value.  Finally,  regional 


preferences  can  significantly  affect 
the  value  of  a  vehicle.  In  colder  ar- 
eas, a  two- wheel-drive  vehicle's  re- 
sale value  will  not  be  as  high  as  a 
four-wheel-  or  all-wheel-drive  opv 
tion  of  that  same  model.  Conversely, 
in  warmer  climates,  black  (or  dark- 
colored)  cars  will  not  have  as  high  a 
resale  value  as  light-colored  cars. 

"Especially  in  today's  difficult 
economy,  consumers  should  lake  a 
good  look  at  tfie  prelected  resale  value 
of  a  car  whtn  choosing  their  next  new- 
vehicle  purchase,"  said  James  Bell, 
executive  market  analyst  for  Kelley 
Blue  Book's  kbb.com.  "Taking  the 
time  lo  research  and  choose  vdiicle 
makes,  models  and  options  wisely 
now  can  help  new-car  shoppers 
keep  addifional  money  in  their 
pocket  down  the  road." 

For  more  information  about  Kelley 
Blue  Book'sBest  Resale  ValueAwaids, 
visitwufw.kbb.com/brva2010.  WfiS 


Nissan  to  Bring 
First  All-Electric 
Vehicle  to  S.F. 

Mayor  Newsom  announced  Dec. 
7  on  behalf  of  the  Bay  Area  Electric 
Vehicle  (EV)  Corridor  program  that 
Nissan  has  decided  to  make  its  first 
all-electric  vehicle,  the  LEAF,  avail- 
able to  Bay  Area  consumers  starting 
next  year.  The  vehicle  will  be  sold  in 
San  Francisco  and  the  Bay  Area. 

"This  collaboration  stems  from 
Nissan's  recogrution  of  the  aggres- 
sive work  we  are  doing  to  make  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area  the  nation's 
EV  capital,"  said  Mayor  Newsom. 

Nissan  will  be  the  first  major 
automaker  with  an  all-battery 
electric  car  available  to  consum- 
ers, beginning  in  late  2010,  and 
other  EVs  and  plug-in  hybrid  cars 
will  be  entering  the  market  in  the 
next  year  or  two. 

"We  are  making  every  effort  to 
have  the  infrastructure  ready  when 
the  Nissan  LEAF  arrives,  and  we 
are  extremely  pleased  to  have 
Nissan  as  a  collaborative  partner 
in  making  that  happen,"  said 
Mayor  Newsom. 

In  addibon,  thecarcompany  will 
work  with  San  Francisco  and  the 
region  to  promote  and  develop  EV 
charging  infrastructure,  including 
development  of  a  streamlined  pro- 
cess for  customer  installation  of 
charging  equipment  in  their  homes. 
The  Nissan  LEAF  will  serve  asa  pi- 
lot vehicle  for  implementing  this 
streamlined  process. 

"Nissan  is  committed  to  the  San 
Frandsco  market  and  is  looking  for- 
ward to  working  with  the  city  and 
others  in  the  partnership  to  make 
zero  emissions  a  reality  throughout 
the  Bay  Area,"  said  Brian  Carolin, 
senior  vice  president,  sales  and  mar- 
keting, Nissan  North  America.  "In 
one  year,  Nissan  LEAF  zero-emis- 
sion vehicles  wiH  be  driving  on  the 
streets  of  San  Francisco." 

More  than  half  of  San  Francisco's 
greenhouse  gas  emissions  come 
from  the  transportation  sector.  Ush- 
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ering  in  the  use  of  zero-emission  private  sectors  work  together.  Our  Area  Air  Quality  Management  Dis- 
electric  vehicles  and  clean,  energy  work  has  great  potential  to  both  trict(BAAQMD),  and  Metropolitan  parues  and  others, 
efficient  plug-in  hybrids  is  part  of  protect  theenvironment  and  create  Transportation  Commission  (MTC);  San  Francisco  recently  received  a 
the  Bay  Area's  efforts  to  meet  its  dean  tech  jobs,"  said  Mayor  Reed,  major  business  associations  such  as  $f  million  federal  appropriation  to 
critically  important  climate  protec-  Other  members  of  the  Bay  Area  Bay  Area  Council  and  Silicon  Valley  support  EV  initiatives,  and  two  re- 
tion  goals,  along  with  promoting  EV  Corridor  program  include;  all  LeadershipGroup;  PG&E,  EPRI,lo-  gional  grants  totaling  three-quarters 
greater  use  of  transit,  bicycles  and  nine  Bay  Area  counties  and  numer-  cal  businesses  including  EV  infra-  million  dollars  have  been  received 
other  altematives  to  gasoline  cars,  ous  cities;  the  Association  of  Bay  stnacturecompaniesBetterPlaceand  for  EV  technical  training  and  cur- 
Area  Governments  (ABAG),  Bay  Coulomb  Technologies,  auto  com-  riculum  development. 

New  Law  to  Help  Homeowners  Avoid  Property  Tax  Scams 

Assessor-Recorder  Phil  Ting  along  free  Servians  our  offices  provide."       County  assessors  from  aoossCali- 
with  Bay  Area  Assessors  from  AB  992,  a  new  law  authored  by  fomia  are  being  inundated  with 
Alameda,  Contra  Costa,  and  Marin  AssemblymemberLieu,putsanend  questions  and  concerns  from  prop- 
Counties  and  Asemblymember  Ted  to  this  aiam  by  preventing  these  mis-  erty  ouners  who  have  received  mis- 
Lieu  warned  homeowners  on  Dec.  creantsfromsendingsolidtationsthat  leading  mailers.  They  are  urging 
8aboutmisleadingandofficial-look-  look  like  official  government  letters  hompownerstobeonthelookoutfor 
ing  property  lax  reduction  solicita-  that  attempt  to  collect  a  fee,  and  in  Uiesemailersand  tocontact  their  lo- 
tions and  to  hig^li^t  a  new  law,  some  cases,  even  threaten  a  late  fee  if  calassessor'sofficedirectly  to  prop- 
Assembly  Bill  992,  which  officially  not  acted  upon  immediately           eriy  file  for  lower  assessments, 
outlaws  these  fi-audulent  letters  be-  "With  property  values  dropping      "During  these  tough  economic 
ginning  January  1, 2010.  aaoss  the  state,  scammers  are  prey-  times,  it  is  important  that  local  gov- 
"TTiese  con-artists  are  taking  ad-  ing  on  unsuspecting  homeowners  emment  take  additional  steps  to  pro- 
regional  collaboration  is  another  vantageof  vulnerabtehomeowner's  by  offering  to  help  lower  their  prop-  tect  the  taxpayer,"  said  Conh-a  Costa 
bold  step  in  finding  ways  to  tran-  which  is  not  only  deplorable  but  is  erty  lax  bill,"  said  Assemblymember  County  Assessor  Gus  Kramer 

also  criminal.  There  is  no  reason  for  Lieu.  "These  unscrupulous  compa-     "They  are  bottom  dwellers  who 

a  property  owner  to  pay  a  fee  to  a  nies offer  to  file  property  lax  reduc-  arefeedingupontheincreased  fears 

private  company  for  a  free  service  tion  requests  with  the  county  ofhomeownersstressedoutbyade- 

you  get  from  the  assessor's  office,"  assessor'soffice,  in  return  foran  un-  dirung  real  estate  market  and  the  loss 

said  Ting.  "We  stand  here  today  to  necessary  fee  of  several  hundred  of  equity,"said  Santa  Clara  County 

ensurethateveryoneisawareofthe  dollarsfrom  thehomeowner"         Assessor  Larry  Stone. 


One  year  ago.  Mayors  Newsom, 
Reed  and  Dellums  jointly  an- 
nounced their  plan  to  start  a  region- 
wide  program  to  transform  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Area  into  the  EV 
Capital  of  the  U.S.  That  regional  EV 
initiative,  now  called  the  Bay  Area 
EV  Corridor  Program,  has  led  to 
coordinated  efforts  by  public  and 
private  stakeholders  throu^oul  the 
entire  region  to  promote  the  use  of 
plug-in  vehicles. 

"The  Bay  Area  stands  at  the  fore- 
front of  the  electric  vehicle  move- 
ment," said  Mayor  Dellums.  "This 


soend  our  owti  limited  boundaries 
and  joining  efforts  to  wrestle  glo- 
bal warming  to  the  ground." 

"This effort  to  make  the  Bay  Area 
E V-ready  shows  tlie  innovation  that 
can  happen  when  the  public  and 


Some  Financial  Resolutions  That  Might  Make  Some  Cents  in  the  New  Year 


b\/  Jason  Aidemian 

At  this  time  of  year,  many  people 
pause  to  reflect  on  what  they'd  like 
to  change  about  their  lives  going 
forward  -  lose  a  few  pounds,  take 
a  class,  spend  more  time  with  the 
kids.  Often,  these  goals  revolve 
around  personal  finances. 

But  if  you'vebeen  battered  by  eco- 
nomic forces  beyond  your  control  (as 
many  have  recently),  it  may  be  tougli 
to  craft  financial  resolutions  ambi- 
tious enougji  to  have  a  real  impact 
on  your  sihaation  -  especially  if  you 
fear  that  unforeseen  obstacles  may 
later  force  you  to  scale  them  back  or 
even  lose  ground. 

That's  why  I  urge  taking  baby 
steps  -  setting  small,  meaningful 
objectives  that  provide  a  sense  of 
accomplishment  and  that  you  can 
ramp  up  when  your  sihaation  im- 
proves. Here  are  a  few  examples: 
•Scale  back  expenses.  If  you  can't 


make  a  big  dent  in  your  monthly 
costs,  like  refinancing  your  mort- 
gage or  selling  an  unneeded  ve- 
hicle to  eliminate  a  car  payment, 
look  for  lots  of  little  dents  that  can 
add  up: 

■Save  $10  a  week  by  having  one 
less  fast  food  meal  and  to-go  cof- 
fee; or  rent  a  DVD  instead  of  going 
out  to  the  movies  -  tliat  might  save 
about  $500  a  year. 

*Lower  the  thermostat  in  the  win- 
ter by  1  degree  and  save  3  to  5  per- 
cent on  your  utility  bill  -  saving 
$5  a  month  equals  $60  a  year. 

*Drive  slower  Each  5  mph  you 
drive  over  60  mph  costs  about 
$0.24  per  gallon  of  gas.  Properly 
inflate  your  tires,  keep  the  engine 
hined  and  cul  out  aggressive  driv- 
ing habits  and  you'll  save  even 
bigger  bucks. 

•Shop  around  for  better  home  and 
car  insurance  rates,  and  consider 


raising  low  deductibles.  (Just  make 
sure  your  coverage  has  kept  pace 
with  inflation.) 

•Balance  your  checkbook.  Even 
though  many  banks  have  recentiy 
lowered  fees  for  bounced  checks 
cind  overdrafts,  one  a  month  at  $25 
a  pop  adds  up  to  $300  a  year. 

*Build  an  emergency  fund.  Fi- 
nancial experts  usually  recom- 
mend stowing  three  to  six  months' 
expenses  in  an  emergency  fund. 
That's  a  good  long-term  goal,  but 
if  it's  not  currentiy  realistic,  don't 
simply  give  up  without  trying  - 
stash  some  of  Uie  cash  you're  sav- 
ing above,  a  few  dollars  each 
month.  You  won't  miss  it  and 
might  just  be  saved  from  having 
lo  take  out  an  expensive  short- 
term  loan  to  cover  emergency  ca  r 
repairs  or  an  overdue  electric  bill. 

"Get  organized.  Even  if  you  can't 
afford  to  pay  off  all  bills  in  full 


each  month,  at  least  know  where 
you  stand  regarding  due  dates, 
minimum  payments  due  and 
credit  limits  so  you  don't, inadvert- 
ently rack  up  higher  interest  rales 
or  damage  your  credit  score,  if 
you're  a  chroruc  procrastinator,  set 
up  automatic  bill  payment  with 
your  bank  -  it'll  save  on  postage 
as  well. 

*Stick  to  your  budget-  If  you  don't 
have  a  budget,  make  this  the  year 
you  create  one.  Numerous  online 
tools  are  available  lo  help.  For  ex- 
ample. Practical  Money  Skills  for 
Life,  Visa  Inc.'s  free  personal  finan- 
cial management  program 
(www.practicalmoneyskills.com/ 
budgeting),  features  budgeting 
worksheets  and  calculators, 
guidelines  for  living  within  your 
means,  budgeting  recommenda- 
tions for  back-to-school,  holiday 
spending,  travel,  and  much  more. 


Viiltftclop  Valley  Family  and  Community  EKevTlces  Center 
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We  Can  Help  You! 

Complete  Immigraiton  documents,  assist  with  SF  County  paperwork 
(Medi-Cal,  Welfare,  etc.) ,  education  workshops,  referrals  to  other  services 


Eight  Weeks 
Parenting  Classes 

Every  Wednesday 
January  27  to  March  17 
4:30  to  5:30  p.m. 

Speaker:  Dina  Castellan 

Community  Health 
Program  Representative 


Drop-In  Consultation 
with  Mental 
Health  Consultant 

Thursday,  January  7, 14, 
21  and  28, 1  to  5  p.m. 

Can  (415)  342-4364 
for  appointment 


Eight  Weeks 
Parenting  Classes 
Improving  Parent  and 
Child  Relationship,  Part  1 
Every  Tuesday 
January  12  to  March  2 

Male  Involvement  Group 

Saturday,  January  9 
1  to  3  p.m. 


Free  Food 
Distribution 

Every  Tuesday, 
1  to  2  p.m. 
January  5, 12, 19  and  26 
Emergency  food 
boxavailable  anytime. 
Call  (415)  5B6-6998, 

Monday-Friday, 
9:30  a.m.-  5:30  p.m. 


January  2010  Activities 

Enhanced  Information  and  Referral 
Every  Monday  Through  Friday 

January  1  to  31,  9:30  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 

Spanish  Support  Group 
Friday,  January  8  and  22,  5  to  6:30  p.m. 

Chinese  Support  Group 
Friday,  January  8  and  Thursday,  January  28 
10:30  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Family  Fun  Literacy 
WCC  Library,  45  Leiand  Ave. 
Thursday,  January  7  and  28,  4:30  to  6  p.m. 


Marichelle  Punzalan,  Jenny  Sosa 
Jack  Kwong,  Kevin  Blackwell,  Molly  Hassler 


161  Leiand  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94134 
Tel;  (415)  586-6998  Fax  (41 5)  586-8027 


I  have  been  studying 

Visitacion  Valley 
for  a  long  Time. 

fL  X  t-^^  Cathy  Kline  Saunders 
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